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1. Executive Summary 

1.1 This report is intended to provide information, as requested at the last 
meeting of the committee. 

2. Recommendations 

For the reasons set out in this report, West Craven Committee is 
recommended to: 

2.1 Note this report. 

3. Information: the Rationale & Evidence for the Recommendations 

3.1 A member of the public asked a question about Dark Lane in Earby at the last 
meeting of this committee. Dark Lane runs east from Birch Hall Lane in Earby 
as far as the county boundary with North Yorkshire. The lane fell into disuse 
many year years ago. 

3.2 The question was asked following a decision published by the planning 
inspectorate. The decision was about whether or not to confirm a Definitive 
Map Modification Order made by Lancashire County Council to record Dark 
Lane as a public bridleway. 

3.3 Under the relevant legislation, if there is evidence that a public right of way 
exists, even if it fell into disuse decades ago, then the right of way should be 
added to the definitive map. 

3.4 The inspector’s decision was that the Dark Lane was more than just a 
bridleway, but was in fact a right of way for vehicles as well. There was 
legislation some years ago which extinguished all rights in motorised vehicles 
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in cases such as this, but a right of way in non-mechanically propelled 
vehicles would still exist – for example by horse-drawn traffic.  

3.5 As a result of his findings the inspector has modified the Definitive Map 
Modification Order so that all references to the route being recorded as 
“bridleway” should instead refer to it as a “restricted byway”, which is a 
category of public right of way open to pedestrians, cyclists, horse-riders and 
non-mechanically propelled vehicles. 

3.6 The changes which the inspector has proposed are required by legislation to 
be advertised, so that anyone could make a representation of objection if they 
wished to challenge the evidence for the route being a restricted byway rather 
than bridleway. The deadline for any objections is 3rd July 2026. 

3.7 The question raised at the last committee meeting related specifically to 
highway safety matters, the potential loss of trees growing in Dark Lane and 
the loss of wildlife by the need to cut back hedgerows on either side of the 
lane. However, matters such as this have had no bearing on the statutory 
process, which is about recording on the Definitive Map public rights of way 
which already exist. 

3.8 Clearing the right of way of obstructions in a public right of way, such as trees 
growing in the surface, is a statutory duty of the highway authority, which is 
currently Lancashire County Council. When the Definitive Map Modification 
Order is confirmed there will then exist conclusive evidence of those rights of 
way, and consequently a statutory obligation on the highway authority to act 
on this. And this obligation could be enforced by a member of the public 
taking action through the magistrates court.  

3.9 The inspector’s decision is included as an appendix to this report. 
 

4. Link to Council Plan Priorities: (Providing High Quality Services and 
Facilities, Proud and Connected Communities and Places, Good Growth 
and Housing and Healthy Communities)  
 

4.1 None. This is a Lancashire County Council matter. 

5. Implications 

5.1  Financial Implications  

None arising directly from this report.  

5.2 Legal and Governance Implications 

None arising directly from this report. 

5.3  Climate and Biodiversity Implications  

None arising directly from this report.  
 
5.4  Human Resources Implications  

 
None arising directly from this report. 
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5.5 Equality and Diversity Implications  

None arising directly from this report. 
      

6. Consultation 
 

6.1 None carried out. 
 
7. Alternative Options Considered 
 

• Not relevant. 
 
 
8. Statutory Officer Sign off (please put an x in the relevant box below) 
 

Section 151 Officer x 

Monitoring Officer x 

 
 
9. Background Documents  

 
None. 

Contact Officers 

Tom Partridge, Countryside Access Officer, Green Spaces Team, Operational 

Services, Fleet Street Depot, Nelson 
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APPENDIX - Inspector’s decision document 
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