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What are LNRSs? 
The key mechanism for mapping and planning local 
delivery of the Nature Recovery Network

Local Nature Recovery Strategies: new 

system of locally led, transparent and 

collaborative decision making and planning 

tools for nature’s recovery covering the 

whole of England. 

Each of the LNRS has been led by a 

Responsible Authority.

By 2026 each strategy will, for the area that 

it covers: 

o Map the most valuable existing habitat 

for nature; 

o Map specific actions for creating or 

improving habitat for nature and wider 

environment goals; and 

o Agree priorities for nature's recovery. 



Development process

• Ambition

• Challenges

• Successes



An effective nature recovery strategy for the people of Lancashire.

Ambition



Collaborative process 
• that reverses the decline in nature and provides wider environmental and societal 

benefits.

How?
•  open, honest and collaborative approach
•  engaging with the right people at the right time 
•  using technical experts to develop the opportunities, potential measures & challenge
•  strong communication & awareness raising

An effective nature recovery strategy for the people of Lancashire.

Ambition



Many supporting authorities

A Local Nature Partnership without purpose

Challenges





Evidence gathered

Thematic habitat groups – knowledge, understanding and expertise





Thematic habitat groups – knowledge, understanding and expertise
Species technical group

Evidence gathered





• Example Assemblage for Moths – Coastal Dunes:



Thematic habitat groups  – knowledge, understanding and expertise
Species technical group  – identified the most threatened species in the county
              – shortlisted into habitat assemblages
Wider stakeholder input 

Evidence gathered







Responses

• 457 survey responses

• 29 email responses

• ALB spreadsheet

• 95 mapping requests





Responses

Open Text Questions Strongly or tend to agree

The vision and aims of the LNRS are clear 92%

It is clear what the LNRS is trying to achieve 89.4%

It is clear how the LNRS can be used 84.7%

It is clear what the LNRS priorities are seeking to achieve 89.2%

It is clear what Potential Measures could be taken to achieve the LNRS priorities 88.7%

I agree with the list of 24 Target Species 85.2%

It is clear what the BHS priority and measures are seeking to achieve 89.6%

It is clear what the Local Habitat Map is and how it can be used 87.4%

It is clear what the Universal Priorities are seeking to achieve 91.2%

It is clear what the Supporting Actions are seeking to achieve. 88.4%
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Engaged with our stakeholders throughout to ensure they play a significant role in 
developing our priorities. 

Evidence gathered

Thematic habitat groups  – knowledge, understanding and expertise
Species technical group  – identified the most threatened species in the county
              – shortlisted into habitat assemblages
Wider stakeholder input  – 4 People & Nature roadshows
     – public engagement survey
     – land manager aspirations
     – public consultation



• Strategic documents were reviewed.

• Docs were grouped into high (recent local etc), medium (recent national) and low (not recent national 

etc) significance.

• The objectives within the documents were grouped into overall priorities

• The priority was times by the document's importance (3, 2, 1) to give a score and the total score for each 

thematic habitat group and priority was calculated. (i.e. the number of documents a priority occurred in 

inflated by a higher value if it occurred in a high significant document and a lower value if it occurred in a 

low significant document) 

• Top priorities within and across groups was extracted

Strategic document review
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•  the Statement of Biodiversity 

Priorities and, 
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Lancashire Local Nature Recovery Strategy

Consists of:

•  the Statement of Biodiversity 

Priorities and, 

• the Local Habitat Map.
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Opportunities

Biological Heritage Sites

B1
Habitat restoration, enhancement and positive conservation 

management within Biological Heritage Sites, which: 

• supports the qualifying features of the BHS, 

• maintains and enhances any irreplaceable habitats 

present, 

• supports other existing habitats and species of the site, 

• increases the ecological value of the site, 

• is informed by the BHS site description and other 

information available from the BHS Partnership, and 

• gives consideration to any available advice from the BHS 

Partnership.
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Opportunities

Aquatic and wetland

AW2.3 
Re-meandering of reaches of straightened and 

artificial modified channels of rivers and streams.

AW3.3 
Expand and enhance fens, reedbeds, springs, 

flushes, marshes, marsh fen and ephemeral 

waterbodies.
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Opportunities

Grassland

G2.1 
Enhance habitat, for example, good, semi-

improved grasslands to priority habitat, and 

create biodiverse grasslands buffering and 

connecting important habitats, through 

appropriate management including low nutrient 

inputs, species and sward diversification as well as 

conservation grazing and mowing regimes.
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Opportunities

Species – Atlantic Salmon

AS1

Work with land managers in upper river catchments to reduce 

the impact of the use of Diazinon (an insecticide used in sheep 

dip) on nearby watercourses which has a significant impacts on 

olfactory function in Atlantic salmon, by ensuring sheep do not 

access the water course.

AS4

Create and restore river habitat to support juvenile salmon 

during their various development phases. for example, by 

providing suitable habitat via the reintroduction of appropriately 

sized sediments and the introduction of refugia such as large 

rocks and large wood at priority sites, especially those in close 

proximity to known spawning locations.
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Opportunities

Species – Atlantic Salmon

AS6

Improve connectivity by focussing on the removal 

of, or mitigation of man-made barriers across the 

river network (including potential installation of 

fish passes), a key issue for this species. Barriers 

include dams, weirs, fords and culverts of any 

height in the river network and impacts should be 

considered for both upstream and downstream 

migration.
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Opportunities

Urban

U1.2

Create more connected pollinator wildflower-rich 

habitat in and through urban centres seeking 

connectivity to the B-Lines approach for example 

hedgerows, arable margins and headlands, green 

roofs, and with parks and gardens containing 

wetland features, wilder areas with native plants 

including tall ruderals.
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Opportunities

Urban

U2.1

Promote the naturalisation of watercourses 

including the establishment of buffer habitats in 

the urban environment.
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Opportunities

Urban

U2.2

Create and enhance waterbodies, wetlands and 

other aquatic habitats in urban areas, considering 

connectivity such as garden ponds, aerial ponds, 

bioswales, rain gardens and biodiverse sustainable 

drainage systems.
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Opportunities

Urban

U2.3

Wooded habitat creation and enhancement in 

urban open spaces such as orchards, street trees, 

micro-woods, urban woodland and hedgerows.
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Opportunities

Urban

U2.4

Create, enhance and maintain biodiverse 

grassland habitats in urban areas, appropriate for 

the location and site conditions, taking account of 

ongoing land uses (e.g., old established grasslands 

in cemeteries) and existing ecological interest 

(e.g., fungi).
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Opportunities

Wooded habitats and trees

W1.1

Restore natural processes and enhance the biodiversity 

value of existing wooded habitats, prioritising ancient 

and long-established woodlands, temperate rainforest, 

Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS) and wet 

woodland. Incorporate appropriate habitat 

enhancements for notable species known to be present 

or with high potential to colonise (such as feeding and 

breeding birds, small mammals, invertebrates and 

ground flora etc), for example: For dormice, consider 

retaining standard trees (especially oak), undertaking 

rotational coppicing of hazel, where appropriate, to 

promote a dense shrub layer and structural complexity, 

and adjust the timing of management work to avoid 

nesting and hibernation. On sites identified as BHS, also 

follow Measure B1.1.



Sunnyhurst meadows - Ollie Mackrill

Opportunities

Wooded habitats and trees

W1.2

Enhance the biodiversity value of broadleaved, mixed and 

coniferous plantation woodland, including: 

• Diversification of structure, age and species composition, 

• Increasing the proportion of native species, 

• Retaining permanent areas of broadleaved woodland, 

• Creation of open habitats such as rides, glades and transitional 

woodland edge habitats, through selective felling, coppicing and 

ride management to increase the extent, diversity and 

connectivity of understory in woodlands and limit over-shading, 

• Increasing standing and fallen dead wood, 

• Inoculating habitats with appropriate native species from 

suitable agreed donor sites.
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Opportunities

Wooded habitats and trees

W1.3

Introduce low impact woodland management and low 

impact management practices including sustainably 

managed Continuous Cover Forestry to diversify age 

range and structure of woodlands.

W1.5

Retention and appropriate maintenance of aged, ancient 

and veteran trees to maximise their lifespan and 

biodiversity value, including safe retention of dead and 

decaying wood and other veteran features as well as 

maintenance of root protection zones to prevent 

construction, soil compaction, cultivation/excavation 

and application of fertilizers and pesticides.
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Opportunities

Wooded habitats and trees

W1.8

Retain and enhance standing and fallen dead 

wood resources in wooded habitats to maximise 

biodiversity value (where safe to do so).



Pendle Hill - Helen Smith 

LNRS delivery role

• Leading and convening a partnership focused on LNRS delivery.
• Embedding LNRS delivery into decision making.
• Identifying and developing a project pipeline.
• Monitoring and reporting on LNRS delivery.
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