SCRUTINY REVIEW OF
EMPTY/BLIGHTED HOMES IN PENDLE

REVIEW PLAN
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Background

A review on empty homes in Pendle was carried forward from 2024/25 pending
the appointment of a new Empty Homes Officer.

The topic was chosen for review as a large number of derelict/neglected/
uninhabited properties had been identified, which were a blight on the area.

The original remit was to look at different options/mechanisms for bringing
empty properties back into use.

It has since been established that some of the properties identified are
occupied, therefore the remit has been widened to include blighted houses.

The Empty Homes Officer is now in post and will attend a meeting of the
Committee.

Issue

Empty/blighted properties have a damaging effect on neighbourhoods and
attract anti-social behaviour, leading to the decline of an area.

Terms of
Reference

1. To understand the current process for dealing with empty/blighted homes in
Pendle.

2. To consider whether any changes could better deliver on the Council’s
priorities and make appropriate recommendations.

Officer Support

Lead Officers: Sarah Whitwell — Head of Housing and Environmental Health,
Simon O’Hara - Technical Officer, Environmental Health
Committee Administrator: Lynne Rowland
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