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LAND ADJACENT TO FLATS 1 & 2 MILL STREET, BARROWFORD

PURPOSE OF REPORT
To declare the above non-operational land (shown as two parcels within the attached plan) surplus
and to negotiate the sale or lease of the land to the adjoining residents for garden/domestic use.

RECOMMENDATIONS

(1) That the Executive declare that the land adjacent to the flats on Mill Street surplus to
requirements.

(2) That the Executive delegate authority to the Director of Resources to negotiate terms for
the sale or lease of the parcel(s) of land.

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

(1) To allow residents to make use of non-operational land and to remove any future
maintenance liability.

(2) To achieve a capital receipt or rental income in accordance with best value.

BACKGROUND

1. The parcels of land adjacent to Flats no.1 and 2 Mill Street are currently owned by the
Council with the designation of “vacant land”. It is grassed and maintained by the Green
Spaces Manager, but with limited access.

2. An adjoining resident has installed a concrete base of approx.15 m2 and created a raised
deck area on part of the Council’s land (shown as parcel A) on the plan, to use as a private
seating area with sun canopy. The works were carried out without consent from the Council,
by the adjoining resident in good faith under the belief that the land was within their property
curtilage.

3. Discussions with the resident have been held with a view to remedying the situation by
selling or leasing the land to him on terms to be agreed. The works would also require
planning consent.
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4. Declaring the area shown as parcel B on the attached plan would provide a further
opportunity to remove a maintenance liability and generate a capital receipt or rental
income.

ISSUE

5. The land is not used operationally, is currently grassed and difficult to access. Should the
Council declare the land as surplus to requirements, the ongoing maintenance liability for
the land would cease.

6. The adjoining resident is keen to remedy the situation and prepared to purchase or lease
parcel A, subject to agreeing terms with the Council. Declaring parcel B as surplus provides
a further opportunity to remove liability for maintenance and generate a capital receipt or
revenue to the Council.

7. The Council’'s Green Spaces Manager has confirmed that he would have no objections to
the land being disposed of.

8. To ensure that the land is not used for any purpose other than for domestic/garden use, a
restrictive covenant will be included in a sale or lease to ensure the land remains as garden
land only.

9. Delegating Authority to the Director of Resources to agree the terms of a sale or lease will
ensure that the Council receives market value for a sale or letting and accords with best
value.

IMPLICATIONS

Policy: The Council seeks to identify surplus land and property for inclusion within its disposal
programme in order to generate capital receipts or revenue and to relieve the Council of any
liability for costly maintenance.

Financial: The Council would receive a capital receipt or renal income for the disposal of the land.

Legal: No legal implications are considered to arise directly from this report.

Risk Management: No risk management implications are considered to arise directly from this
report.

Health and Safety: No implications are considered to arise directly from this report.
Climate Change: No implications are considered to arise directly from this report.
Community Safety: No implications are considered to arise directly from this report.
Equality and Diversity: No implications are considered to arise directly from this report.

APPENDICES
Location plan showing parcel A and B

LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS
None



