For the attention of Chief Finance Officer and Town Deal Board/Projects

As part of the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (MHCLG)
Assurance responsibilities, the Assurance Team have undertaken checks against the
criteria set out in The Towns Fund Prospectus 2019; Towns Fund guidance June 2020
(Annex D Town Deal Board governance guidance); Towns Fund guidance Stage 2
December 2020; and Towns Fund: supplementary guidance for Town Deal Boards
October 2022, on arandom sample of Town Deal Boards. The purpose of these checks
was to ensure that Town Deal funded projects demonstrate the standards of
governance, accountability, and transparency required of them and are consistent with
their role as set out in the Prospectus.

In general, the Towns Fund Prospectus requires Town Deal Boards to ensure that various
project information is available publicly. The checks involved a review of the publicly
available information.

Our checks revealed that of the Town Deal Boards reviewed in the sample 93% were not
compliant with the one or more of the requirements as laid outin the Towns Fund
Prospectus 2019; Towns Fund guidance June 2020 (Annex D Town Deal Board
governance guidance); Towns Fund guidance Stage 2 December 2020; and Towns Fund:
supplementary guidance for Town Deal Boards October 2022

Therefore, the following action is to be taken by Town Deal Boards in order to fully meet
the terms of the funding, in relation to publicly available information:

e For all Town Deal Boards to review the requirements outlined in The Towns
Fund Prospectus 2019; Towns Fund guidance June 2020 (Annex D Town Deal
Board governance guidance); Towns Fund guidance Stage 2 December 2020;
and Towns Fund: supplementary guidance for Town Deal Boards October
2022 (Annex A).

e The role and responsibilities of the Town Deal Board, Chair and Lead Council
including the decision-making process is clearly visible.


https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Ftowns-fund-prospectus&data=05%7C02%7CAzadeh.Shahbazi%40pendle.gov.uk%7Cf2ee142a7f8f44d7c17308dcb608be3a%7Cd82db3a1fceb49f481985f521962eb9f%7C0%7C0%7C638585395868653012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xfqT26VUK3MmnVsbbI8cUMvzeVOiADd%2Bf7EdVlVAs3E%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Ftowns-fund-prospectus&data=05%7C02%7CAzadeh.Shahbazi%40pendle.gov.uk%7Cf2ee142a7f8f44d7c17308dcb608be3a%7Cd82db3a1fceb49f481985f521962eb9f%7C0%7C0%7C638585395868653012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xfqT26VUK3MmnVsbbI8cUMvzeVOiADd%2Bf7EdVlVAs3E%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Ftowns-fund-further-guidance&data=05%7C02%7CAzadeh.Shahbazi%40pendle.gov.uk%7Cf2ee142a7f8f44d7c17308dcb608be3a%7Cd82db3a1fceb49f481985f521962eb9f%7C0%7C0%7C638585395868671925%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yii9DU%2B%2B%2BFE0ZGkG2vEOXlYoDeb0%2BsgBYQY4qBmT%2B%2F8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Ftowns-fund-further-guidance&data=05%7C02%7CAzadeh.Shahbazi%40pendle.gov.uk%7Cf2ee142a7f8f44d7c17308dcb608be3a%7Cd82db3a1fceb49f481985f521962eb9f%7C0%7C0%7C638585395868671925%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yii9DU%2B%2B%2BFE0ZGkG2vEOXlYoDeb0%2BsgBYQY4qBmT%2B%2F8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Ftowns-fund-supplementary-guidance-for-town-deal-boards%23annex-a-town-deal-board-roles-and-responsibilities&data=05%7C02%7CAzadeh.Shahbazi%40pendle.gov.uk%7Cf2ee142a7f8f44d7c17308dcb608be3a%7Cd82db3a1fceb49f481985f521962eb9f%7C0%7C0%7C638585395868683918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AeDeoZ5P2jz9P9QZlPsH7cX8RtNNoQw4y6%2B5WrskdPM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Ftowns-fund-supplementary-guidance-for-town-deal-boards&data=05%7C02%7CAzadeh.Shahbazi%40pendle.gov.uk%7Cf2ee142a7f8f44d7c17308dcb608be3a%7Cd82db3a1fceb49f481985f521962eb9f%7C0%7C0%7C638585395868692912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F6r2spFgtezQrEIz%2Fl%2F06tbv4fy8qZzkfMCrNbZ5bR0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Ftowns-fund-supplementary-guidance-for-town-deal-boards&data=05%7C02%7CAzadeh.Shahbazi%40pendle.gov.uk%7Cf2ee142a7f8f44d7c17308dcb608be3a%7Cd82db3a1fceb49f481985f521962eb9f%7C0%7C0%7C638585395868692912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F6r2spFgtezQrEIz%2Fl%2F06tbv4fy8qZzkfMCrNbZ5bR0%3D&reserved=0

e Ensure that your Town Deal Board website has links to relevant
documentation as outlined in the Prospectus and guidance e.g. latest Terms
of Reference, Code of Conduct and Conflict of Interest Policy etc.

e The latest agenda, draft minutes, and the certified minutes for Town Deal
Board meetings are published within the timeframe stipulated.

e Membership of the Town Deal Board is as defined in the Prospectus with
profiles of members detailing their roles and responsibilities are displayed
on the website.

As part of the assurance cycle in the future Statement of Grant Usage you will be asked
to confirm compliance with the requirements and may be asked to provide evidence
that these are being met.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Assurance Team @
localfundingassurance@communities.gov.uk

Kind regards

Assurance Team

Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government
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