
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
GEARING UP FOR GROWTH GRANTS PANEL 

HELD ON 12TH FEBRUARY, 2019 
AT NELSON TOWN HALL 

 
  PRESENT – 
   
  Councillor J. Cooney – Chairman (In the Chair) 
Panel Members 
 
Councillor M. Goulthorp 
Julie Whittaker Housing, Health and Economic Development Services Manager (PBC) 
Kevin Clark Enterprise Lancashire 
 
Officers in attendance 
 
Paul Collins Business Support Team Leader (PBC) 
Hassan Ditta Employer Engagement Officer (PBC) 
Lynne Rowland Committee Administrator (PBC) 
 
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillor C. Wakeford.) 
 
  ♦♦♦♦ 
 

37.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors were reminded of the legal requirements concerning the declaration of interests.  Other 
members of the Panel were also asked to declare any interest as appropriate.   
 
The following persons declared a non-pecuniary interest in the items indicated – 
 
Councillor J. Cooney Applications for Grants for Growth – Appraisal 2 – 

S Ltd, Barrowford  
 

Minute No.39(b) 

Councillor M. Goulthorp Applications for Grants for Growth – Appraisal 3 – 
SHVG, Higham 
 

Minute No.39(c) 
 

 
38.  MINUTES 
 
AGREED 
 
That the Minutes of this Panel, at a meeting held on 18th December, 2018 be approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
39.  APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS FOR GROWTH 
 
Prior to consideration of the applications the Business Support Team Leader advised the Panel of 
the balance remaining in the Grants for Growth and Start-up Grant budgets. 
 
The Panel was provided with a project summary, including information on the background of the 
Company, and a breakdown of investment costs, with regard to the following applications – 
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(a) Appraisal 1 – F Ltd, Nelson 
 
It was expected that two new full time skilled jobs would be created over the next two years as a 
result of this project. 
 
AGREED 
 
That a growth grant of £3,000 be awarded to F Ltd. 
 
REASON 
 
The project will contribute to the Council’s priorities of creating jobs and sustaining strong 
economic growth. 
 
(b) Appraisal 2 – S Ltd, Barrowford 
 
(Councillor J. Cooney declared a non- pecuniary interest in this item.) 
 
As a result of the project the business expected to create seven skilled full time jobs in the next 
two years whilst improving 188m2 of floor space. 
 
AGREED 
 
That a growth grant of £6,000 be awarded to S Ltd. 
 
REASON 
 
The project will contribute to the Council’s priorities of creating jobs and sustaining strong 
economic growth. 
 
(c) Appraisal 3 – SHVG, Higham 
 
(Councillor M. Goulthorp declared a non-pecuniary interest in this item.) 
 
As a result of the project five new full time jobs would be created and an additional nine jobs would 
be safeguarded.   
 
AGREED 
 
That Officers be delegated authority to award a growth grant of £6,000 to SHVG, Higham, subject 
to being satisfied with the terms of the lease of the property. 
 
REASON 
 
The project will contribute to the Council’s priorities of creating jobs and sustaining strong 
economic growth. 
 
(d) Appraisal 4 – WS Ltd, Nelson 
 
The project would result in 62m2 of floor space being improved and would create one full time 
unskilled position. 
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AGREED 
 
That a growth grant of £3,835 be awarded to WS Ltd. 
 
REASON 
 
The project will contribute to the Council’s priorities of creating jobs and sustaining strong 
economic growth. 
 
 
40.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Members were reminded that this was the final year of the Gearing up for Growth Grants 
Programme and advised of the remaining balance following the allocations made at this meeting. 
 
41.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
AGREED 
 
That the next meeting of the Panel be held at 2.00 p.m. on Thursday 28th March, 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN   


