
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
COLNE TOWN CENTRE FORUM 
HELD AT COLNE TOWN HALL 

ON 17th OCTOBER 2017 
 

PRESENT – 
 
Ailsa Gill    Police 
Ashley Sutcliffe   Live Like The Boy/Colne Town Council 
Councillor S. E. Cockburn-Price Pendle/Colne Town Council 
Emma Conish   Co-Op 
Graham Wharton Grahame’s 
Mark Bateman The Bookshop 
Jim Walker Jim’s 
Alice Mann Sable Cross B&B 
Janet Robinson Inspired Interiors 
Peter Jagger    Stell’s Famous Pet Store 

 
Also in attendance 
 
Paul Collins  Business Support Team Leader  
 
 
(Apologies for absence were received from Councillor A. R. Greaves, Phil Heyworth and Alice 
Mann). 
 
1. MINUTES 
 
AGREED 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 1st August be approved as a correct record and signed by 
the chairman. 
 
An update was requested on the idea of returning some of the grassed areas in Colne to 
meadows, specifically Church Meadows Colne.  PBC Parks department and Colne In Bloom are to 
be contacted with the request.  
 
2. COLNE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
 
Priorities Survey – approximately 70 received to date from 300 received.  This was a fairly good 
response (almost 25%) with more surveys still being received so these would be added to the 
findings.  Full findings would be published once completed.  Initial business priorities were:  
 

1. Keeping empty shops to a minimum 
2. Marketing/Promoting Business and the Colne 
3. Reduce running costs for businesses 

 
Although these were the overall priorities, these were not necessarily the projects the businesses 
surveyed were “willing to pay for”, and this would form the basis of the BID Proposal.  The 4 main 
priority themes/projects were: 
 

1. Promotion of Colne to locals and visitors 
2. Enhance the appearance of Colne  
3. Support Crime prevention in Colne 
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4. Collective purchasing to reduce business overheads.  
 
Potential/likely BID Boundary  - following on from correspondence during the survey process it 
appeared that the most likely boundary would be Option B – Wider Town centre.  The potential 
annual levy for this area would range from £59,989 to £169,945.  This range would depend on the 
levy level (1% - 3%) and any exclusions, for example businesses with a rateable value of less than 
£3,000.  
 
The next stage of the Colne BID development was to build on the business survey and create a 
proposal outlining exactly what a Colne BID would do, if successful at ballot. 
 
The Steering Group continues to meet on a regular basis and was seeking additional businesses 
to sit on the group and progress the Colne BID.  Peter Jagger volunteered to join the Colne BID 
Steering Group.  
 
3. EVENTS UPDATE AND FEEDBACK 
 
Businesses commented about the need for full road closures during recent events.  Comments 
were received about having stalls etc in the road if a closure was in place.  It was reported this 
wasn’t possible as emergency services require sufficient space at all times.  
 
Colne Grand Prix – businesses again raised concerns about the timings of the road closures prior 
to the event and requested that any additional stalls attending on the evening didn’t duplicate the 
permanent offer in Colne.  
 
Blues Festival – businesses again raised the issues of car park closures for the funfair, and that a 
full closure wasn’t required on the Friday, which was one of the busier shopping days.  Further 
discussions followed about the 2017 event, including quality of the acts, ticket sales and numbers. 
Colne Town Councillors confirmed that a decision about holding the event in 2018 was to be taken 
at the next full council meeting.  
 
4. FUTURE- EVENTS/PROMOTIONS 
 
Halloween – 28th October. Shop window competition, family fun day including market stalls. 
 
Christmas Light Switch On – 25th November, 2017. 
 
5. DEVELOPMENT UPDATES 
 
Former Colne Health Centre – Planning permission was to be resubmitted for the redevelopment 
of the site.  The new development would include commercial units on the ground floor and 
residential on the upper two floors.  
 
Land at Vivary Way (Former Urban Altitude) – Pendle Council had submitted planning permission 
for the change of use of land to car parking for adjacent businesses and space for a wheel park.  
 
The group also discussed the potential changes at Colne leisure centre, which would see the 
sports hall redeveloped and a soft play centre/café included.  
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6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Police Officer in attendance.   Banning orders and procedures were being updated.  Co-Op 
manager reported that the Police had been successful in catching a number of prolific shoplifters.  
 
A general discussion followed about anticrime programmes such as radio scheme between 
businesses.  It was also suggested that a closed forum for businesses could be started to allow 
businesses to privately discuss any issues.  
 
7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
To be agreed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman  __________________________________________ 
 
 
 


