Minutes of a meeting of the Barrowford and Western Parishes Community Safety Area Working Group

Held on 18th February 2013 at Holmefield House
Present – 

Cllr Shelagh Derwent (Chair)
Pendle Council

C. B. Webster


Resident

Pat Hudson



Higherford Residents Action Group

Ray Hudson



Higherford Residents Action Group

PC 694 M. Dibb


Lancs Neighbourhood Policing Team

I. Lord




Barrowford Parish Council

Allan Vickerman


Barrowford Parish Council

Cllr Linda Crossley


Pendle Council

Geoff Jackson


Blacko Parish Council

Helen Wilkinson


Pendle Council

1.
Minutes of the last meeting

It was noted that the date of the next meeting was 18th February, not 8th April as stated on the minutes. Other than that, the minutes were agreed as a correct record.

2.
Matters Arising

Low levels of representation from the Parish Councils at the meeting was noted.

Agreed: that the mailing list for the group be considered at the next meeting.

3.
Police & Communities Together (PACT)

PC Dibb provided the following update:
a) Parking outside schools – Hazel had been working with the schools and an Road Policing Unit operation had been planned at all the schools across Pendle.

b) Poaching/ Rural Crime – a Land Rover had been stolen in Barley. CCTV footage had been circulated to West Yorkshire and Greater Manchester Police.

PC Dibb had stopped 4 people in Blacko yesterday. They hadn’t trespassed onto the land where a badger set had been found, but it was thought they had intended to. The details of the vehicle had been entered onto the ANPR system to flag in the future.

c) Speeding – PC Dibb circulated information from the County Council regarding a speed survey that had been carried out on Barnoldswick Road in September and October 2011. The group felt that further information was required with respect to the number of cars speeding significantly above the average, to help understand the number of vehicles travelling at the maximum and minimum speeds. Ray Hudson thanked PC Dibb for the information and agreed he would contact the County Council for further information.

Higherford Residents Action Group had requested that the volunteers carried out a speeding operation on Barnoldswick Road, this had not yet happened.

Agreed: that a letter be sent to Sgt Hodgkinson to request speed checks carried out by the volunteer group.

d) Police Review - PC Dibb reported forthcoming changes in local policing aimed to cut £20 million from the budget. The current six policing divisions across Lancashire would be reduced to three. The Firearms and Dogs would now be under divisional arrangements instead of operating from Police Head Quarters. The duties of the Traffic department were likely to be moved to response officers.

In the restructure PC Dibb’s new role as a Wildlife Officer would cover a wide range of rural crime. The group noted that it would be a retrospective step for not having a Community Beat Manager, but just PCSO provision in the area.
e) Operation Tornado - was currently a police priority, targeting scrap metal thefts through partnership working with the Pendle Council Licensing Officer, Trading Standards and local metal dealers.

4.
Crime Statistics

The following crime statistics were circulated at the meeting:

	January 2013
	Barrowford
	Higham
	Blacko & Higherford
	Old Laund Booth
	Monthly total
	+/-

	Burglary in a dwelling
	3
	2
	0
	0
	5
	+3

	Burglary other than a dwelling
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	-7

	Auto crime

	1
	1
	0
	0
	2
	-5

	Hate crime

	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	=

	Assaults

	4
	1
	1
	1
	7
	+2

	Criminal damage/ arson
	3
	0
	0
	0
	3
	-2

	All crime

	15
	4
	5
	1
	25
	-11

	Anti social behaviour

	5
	3
	3
	2
	13
	-6


	January 2012
	Barrowford
	Higham
	Blacko & Higherford
	Old Laund Booth
	Monthly total

	Burglary in a dwelling
	1
	1
	0
	0
	2

	Burglary other than a dwelling
	5
	1
	0
	2
	8

	Auto crime

	4
	0
	0
	3
	7

	Hate crime

	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Assaults

	0
	2
	3
	0
	5

	Criminal damage/ arson
	5
	0
	0
	0
	5

	All crime

	17
	8
	4
	7
	36

	Anti social behaviour

	6
	3
	4
	6
	19


It was noted that the assaults recorded had taken place at the George and Dragon public house.

The reduction in reports of anti social behaviour were also noted. It was thought that proactive systems in place had been effective, yet vulnerable victims were still a matter of concern.

5.
Matters of Concern

a) Grit Bins - PC Dibb reported difficulties at Warren Drive, whereby access had been gained to a property using a grit bin. He asked if the grit bin could be re-located.

Agreed: Cllr Derwent would request that the grit bin be re-located.

b) Parking - Cllr Crossley raised a matter of concern in relation to cars parked outside the shops on Gisburn Road exceeding the one hour parking limit.

Agreed: that PC Dibb would raise the matter with Parkwise for enforcement.

6.
Date of next meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting will take place on 18th April 2013.
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