Minutes of the meeting of the Barrowford & Western Parishes Community Safety Area Working Group held on 7th November 2011 at the Barrowford Parish Council Office.
Present

Cllr Shelagh Derwent – Chairman

Geoff Jackson 

Police

PC Mark Dibb  

Police

Sgt Ben Hodgekinson  
Police

Iain Lord  


Barrowford Parish Council

C Webster 


Resident

Allan Vickerman  

Barrowford Parish Council

Cllr Tony Beckett  

Pendle Borough Council

Derek Sarath  

Pendle Borough Council

Helen Wilkinson 

Pendle Borough Council

Apologies were received from J. Pope.
1. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 19th September 2011 were approved as a true and correct record.

2. Matter Arising

a) Crime Statistics

It was discussed that the Blacko Parish Council had asked if the crime statistics for their area could be separated from those for Higherford. The meeting was advised that this was difficult, and that with the crime numbers being so low, it was not sure what the value was. It was agreed that the Police Officer who attends the Blacko meetings would provide the Blacko figure.
b) Speeding
Sgt Hodgekinson said that the Barrowford and Blacko operations were now up and running. Operation Pear Drop would be concentrating on seat belts and mobile phones, targeting high risk roads. The group was asked to nominate roads for targeting.

PC Hodgekinson said that there would be community activities with speed guns taking place shortly.
c)
PCSOs

Cllr Shelagh Derwent advised that the future situation would not be clear until following the Council meeting.

d)
Strategic Assessment

Helen Wilkinson asked if members would let her know if there were any issues that had arisen since the last meeting.

4
PACT – Police and Communities Together

i)

Blacko and Higherford - No new issues.  

ii) Poaching and Rural Crime - There were thefts of removable panels from Land Rovers taking place. Trying to get the trapped Land Rover deployed locally.
iii)  
Fire Crest – There had been two prosecutions.

iv)
Parking Outside Schools - Police have been checking start and end of school day times. Took the van up to Blacko to highlight Stranger/ Danger. Rural Police carry out random checks too – next theme is seat belt wearing.

v) Bonfire Night and Halloween - This had been quiet, perhaps due to Eid.   

5.
Crime Statistics

The following crime statistics were circulated at the meeting:

20th September 2011 – 7th November 2011
	Incident


	Barrowford
	Higham & Pendleside 
	Blacko & Higherford
	Old Laud Booth
	Total

	Burglary in a Dwelling
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Burglary Other
	3
	0
	0
	4
	7

	Auto crime
	6
	1
	4
	2
	13

	Violent Crime
	0
	1
	0
	2
	3

	Criminal Damage
	7
	2
	0
	1
	10

	All crime
	25
	4
	7
	11
	46

	Anti Social Behaviour
	28
	5
	7
	4
	44


20th September 2010 – 7th November 2010
	Incident


	Barrowford
	Higham & Pendleside 
	Blacko & Higherford
	Old Laud Booth
	Total

	Burglary in a Dwelling
	2
	0
	0
	3
	5

	Burglary Other
	9
	2
	5
	2
	18

	Auto crime
	3
	1
	2
	1
	7

	Violent Crime
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Criminal Damage
	1
	0
	0
	1
	2

	All crime
	21
	5
	10
	9
	45

	Anti Social Behaviour
	19
	5
	3
	5
	32


Overall crime figures were encouraging. There had been only a small rise at a time of recessions.  Burglaries were down. Problems were in Vehicle Crime which was seen as opportunistic perhaps based on unsecured cars and items left on display. Taxis had been targeted for cash.  Car parts had been taken for scrap, but this was a national problem.

6.
Matters of Concern

Iain Lord said there had been crime involving planters locally and there was a concern about whether this may be repeated for the Remembrance Sunday displays. PC Dibb said he would make sure this was covered.  

Iain Lord said that the CCTV was not on the lamp post as advised. Sgt Hodgekinson agreed to check on the location of the CCTV camera.

Helen Wilkinson said there was a concern regarding metal thefts, including memorial plaques that were being reported nationally. Sgt Hodgekinson advised that the best way of recording these would be to list them and to have a photograph of each one.

7.
Any Other Business

PC Hodgekinson reported that the Police would be attending Remembrance Sunday events but not those in Newchurch or Barley.

8.
Date of Next Meeting

Next meeting will be held on 19th December 2012.

