Minutes of a meeting of The Barrowford & Western Parishes Community Safety Area Working Group

Held on 19th September 2011 at the Barrowford Parish Council Offices
Present:

Cllr Shelagh Derwent – Chairman

Geoff Jackson


Blacko Parish Council

C. B. Webster


Resident

Sgt Shaun Pearson


Police

PC Mark Dibb


Police

Allan Vickerman


Barrowford Parish Council

Cllr Tony Beckett


Pendle Borough Council
I. A. Lord



Barrowford Parish Council

Helen Wilkinson


Pendle Borough Council

Apologies were received from J. Pope.

1.
Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes from the meeting held on 8th August 2011 were approved as a true and correct record.

2.
Matters Arising

Helen Wilkinson circulated Crime Stoppers book marks from the project supported by the Community Safety Local Area Grants Scheme.

There had been no nuisances reported at the Bullholme playing field. It was thought that young people had been attracted to the Hub youth centre in Nelson instead.

Blacko had requested its own incident location for the crime statistics reports. However Sgt Pearson reported that this was not possible without manually checking all the reports, which was too time consuming for officers.

a)
Car Sales

Helen Wilkinson reported that the Barrowford & Western Parishes Area Committee had agreed to implement a scheme for 5 business parking permits to be made available for shop keepers on Gisburn Road. The scheme would be monitored and then reviewed next year.

b)
Holmefield Gardens

With regard to parking on the drop kerbs, it was reported that the County Council were currently looking at whether to enforce this. The police were already carrying out enforcement for parking on pavements. Responsibility for maintenance of the car parks at the entrance to Holmefield Gardens remained doubtful.
c)
Noise nuisance

In response to issues of noise nuisance reported at the George and Dragon pub, the Licensing Officer had been working with the new licensee. Sgt Pearson had also included the pub in the patrol plan and no problems had been reported during the last 6 weeks.

3.
PACT – Police & Communities Together

a)
Speeding

PCSO James Owen had been carrying out speed enforcement. At Gisburn Road, Higherford, on 12th August on 4 motorists had been stopped and on 19th August 6 motorists had been stopped. At Gisburn Road, Barrowford on 16th September 12 motorists had been stopped.

It was reported that in Blacko on Thursday evenings, motorcyclists had been revving their engines and doing ‘wheelies’ through the village while travelling between two rows of parked cars. Sgt Pearson noted that the speeding van had also been deployed in Blacko and Higherford as part of a targeted motorbike campaign.

b)
Anti Social Behaviour in Blacko & Higherford

There had been an increase in reports of anti social behaviour in Blacko and Higherford. Sgt Pearson provided information about the various incidents that had been reported, although there was no specific trend identified.
c)
Poaching and Rural Crime

It was reported that there had been two arrests in relation to rural crime. Pennine officers had been working with officers in the Eastern policing division through Operation Fire Crest to target poaching and rural crime across Lancashire.

d)
Parking outside schools

Now the new school term had started, the police would work with the schools and put a message to parents about parking outside schools in the next newsletter.

4.
Crime Statistics

The following crime statistics were circulated at the meeting:

8th August 2011 – 19th September 2011
	Incident


	Barrowford
	Blacko & Higherford
	Higham & Pendleside
	Old Laud Booth
	Total

	Burglary in a Dwelling
	3
	1
	2
	1
	7

	Burglary Other
	12
	1
	2
	0
	15

	Auto crime
	6
	2
	0
	3
	11

	Violent Crime
	4
	0
	0
	3
	7

	Criminal Damage
	3
	0
	3
	0
	6

	All crime
	35
	8
	9
	7
	59

	Anti Social Behaviour
	19
	3
	6
	5
	33


8th August 2010 – 19th September 2010
	Incident


	Barrowford
	Blacko & Higherford
	Higham & Pendleside
	Old Laud Booth
	Total

	Burglary in a Dwelling
	0
	1
	0
	1
	2

	Burglary Other
	5
	0
	0
	0
	5

	Auto crime
	4
	0
	1
	1
	6

	Violent Crime
	10
	1
	1
	0
	12

	Criminal Damage
	14
	1
	0
	0
	15

	All crime
	40
	5
	2
	4
	51

	Anti Social Behaviour
	23
	3
	6
	11
	43


The increase in burglary compared to the same period last year was noted. Following reporting, the response team from Nelson had been deployed, which had lead to two arrests.
In relation to vehicle crime, residents who had not locked their vehicles had been a problem.

With significantly higher levels of crime and anti social behaviour, Barrowford had been identified as an area for additional police resources. It was requested that the mobile CCTV camera also be deployed in Barrowford.
5.
Community Safety Strategic Assessment 2011/12

Members of the group were asked to identify the three community safety issues for the Barrowford and Western Parishes area. The following three priorities were identified:

1) Crime awareness – Community Safety education to encourage residents to take care of their property

2) Rural crime

3) Speeding

The priorities would contribute to the Strategic Assessment to inform the Community Safety Action Plan for 2012/13.

6.
Matters of Concern

There had been complaints about speeding vehicles in Higherford, where shrubbery at the road side had overgrown the 30mph sign.
The future of funding for the PCSOs was raised as a matter of concern.

7.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting would be held on 7th November, 2011.
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