
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Merry Christmas and welcome to the 38th edition of 
Framework, the newsletter that keeps you up to date on the 
Local Plan and emerging planning policy here in Pendle. 
Following the adoption of the Core Strategy, we have started work on  
Part 2 of the Pendle Local Plan. This will allocate the sites to deliver future 
development and growth. Early in the New Year a “Call for Sites” will 
provide a final opportunity for you to suggest sites that could potentially 
help to meet our future development needs. 
In other news, Pendle has just designated its third Neighbourhood Area 
and expects the first Neighbourhood Plan to go forward to examination in 
2017. Finally the key indicators reported in the Authority’s Monitoring 
Report help to provide a snapshot of planning performance in Pendle.   

Call for Sites   
What is a Call for Sites? 
One of the key roles for the Local Plan 
is to allocate land for development. 

Early next year we will be asking local 
communities, landowners, developers 
and other interested 
parties to suggest sites 
they believe to be 
suitable for new 
housing, employment 
or other types of 
development.  

Councillor Julie Henderson, who leads 
on Planning matters in Pendle, said: 

“Your suggestions will help to guide 
where future development and growth 
in Pendle will be located.” 

 “At this stage we are simply asking for 
suggestions for potential sites and 
there is no guarantee that any proposal 
will make it into the Local Plan.”  

“Before coming to any decisions, we 
will carefully consider any views that 
are expressed, alongside the 
economic, social and environmental 
impacts of any development proposals.” 

“Even if a site is considered suitable for 
allocation it will be subject to further 
consultation with the public.” 

Residents are also invited to tell us 
about any areas of land, which they 
feel shouldn’t be developed because of 
the valuable contribution they make to 
their community and/or the natural and 
historic environment. 

How much land is needed? 
The Core Strategy, adopted in 
December 2015, indicates that 5,662 
new homes need to be provided in 
Pendle between 2011 and 2030. 

Any new homes built, or long-term 
empty homes reoccupied since the 
start of the plan period are taken off 
this overall requirement. So are the 
homes to be built on the strategic 
housing site allocation at Trough Laithe 
Farm, close to M65 Junction 13. 

The result is we need to allocate land 
for approximately 2,500 new homes.  

Similarly, of the 68 hectares required 
for employment, just over 4 hectares 
needs to be allocated. 

That means almost 90 hectares of land 
needs to be found for new 
development; equivalent to roughly  
108 full-sized football pitches. 

What’s happened so far? 

Around 250 sites have already been 
put forward for consideration. These 
have come from a wide variety of 
sources: previous Call for Sites, the 
Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment (SHLAA) and the 
Employment Land Review (ELR). 

What do I need to do? 
Nothing until late January. That’s when 
we will ask you to tell us about any 
more sites with development potential, 
before we select those to be allocated 
in the Local Plan. 

Site suggestions will need to be 
submitted on a Site Nomination Form, 
which will be available on our website 
and at Council offices and public 
libraries throughout Pendle. 

What happens next? 
Planning officers will assess each site 
against a wide range of criteria.  

Sites should ideally have good links to 
local services and facilities – such as 
schools, shops, doctors' surgeries – 
and job opportunities. They should also 
be capable of being connected to 
utilities – water, power and 
communications – and have little or no 
adverse impact on wildlife or the 
natural and historic environment.  

These factors and others (e.g. their 
potential impact on flooding) will help to 
determine whether a particular site is 
well placed to meet the borough’s 
future development needs.  

Only those sites which are considered 
to represent 'sustainable development’ 
and are located in an area where a 
need for new development has been 
established will be allocated in the 
Local Plan.  

And finally … 
Residents and other interested parties 
will have an opportunity to comment on 
the proposed site allocations when the 
draft plan is made available for public 
consultation in late 2017; before it is 
submitted to the Secretary of State for 
independent examination. 
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http://www.pendle.gov.uk/corestrategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf


 

Supporting Documents  How To Contact Us 
In addition to the “Call for Sites” we are 
also making three related documents 
available for comment. 

The Scoping Report and Site 
Assessment Methodology looks at 
how new development has been 
divided up between the towns and 
villages of Pendle. It also sets out in 
detail how Council officers will assess 
the sites that have been put forward for 
consideration. 

The SA Scoping Report & Toolkit 
sets out how the Council will 
demonstrate that the Local Plan 
contributes to the achievement of 
sustainable development. 

The Green Belt Assessment   
considers how effectively land in the 
Green Belt serves the five purposes of 
the Green Belt as set out in paragraph 
80 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF). It also looks at  

parcels of land immediately adjacent to 
the existing Green Belt. 

Over 70 separate parcels of land were 
identified and assessed by our 
consultants. Ten were considered to no 
longer contribute to the overall function 
of the Green Belt, whilst four were 
thought to be suitable for possible 
inclusion. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Council cannot simply add or 
remove parcels from the Green Belt. 
The NPPF (paragraphs 82 and 83) 
require the Council to demonstrate that 
“exceptional circumstances” exist in the 
evidence supporting their Local Plan. 

John Halton  
Principal Planning Officer (Policy) 
 

Telephone: 01282 661330 

Jonathan Dicken  
Senior Planning Officer (Policy) 
 

Telephone: 01282 661723 

Neil Watson  
Planning, Building Control &  
Licensing Manager 
 

Telephone: 01282 661706 

Post: Pendle Borough Council 
 Strategic Services 
 Planning, Building Control  & 
 Licensing 
 Town Hall 
 Market Street 
 Nelson 
 BB9 7LG  

Email: ldf@pendle.gov.uk  

Web: www.pendle.gov.uk/planning 
 

AMR Neighbourhood Plans Document Progress 
Do you want to know how well our 
planning policies are performing? All 
the information you need can be found 
in the latest edition of the Authority’s 
Monitoring Report (AMR), which 
covers the period 1st April 2015 to 31st 
March 2016. 

We’ve published an AMR each year 
since 2003/04 to report on: 
• Progress with the Local Plan 
• Statistics relating to housing, 

employment, population, health, 
education, environment and 
transport. 

Since the introduction of the Localism 
Act in 2011, it also includes detail on: 
• Public consultations and compliance 

with the Duty to Co-operate 
• Neighbourhood Planning 

Key points in 2015/16 are that 127 new 
homes were completed in Pendle. Of 
these 56% were built on previously 
developed land (PDL), the first time the 
figure for delivery on Brownfield land 
has dipped below 75% in some time. 

Employment land take-up at 2.14ha is 
back at typical annual average levels 
after a one-year dip. All was achieved 
on PDL. 

At its meeting on Thursday 17th 
November 2016, our Executive formally 
designated the Colne Neighbourhood 
Area and recognised Colne Town 
Council as the relevant body for the 
purposes of neighbourhood planning. 

This brings the number of 
Neighbourhood Plans  now being 
prepared by Parish and Town Councils, 
on behalf of their local community, to 
three These are: 

1. Barrowford   10th October 2015 

2. Trawden Forest  18th August 2016 

3. Colne  17th November 2016 

 

 

This summary is based on our Local 
Development Scheme (LDS). It shows 
you which stage we have reached in 
preparing each of the documents to be 
included in the Pendle Local Plan. 
 
 

Document type / title Stage 
     

Development Plan Documents 
Core Strategy    4 
Bradley Area Action Plan     4 
Site Allocations & Development Policies 1    
     

Supplementary Planning Documents 
Brierfield Canal Corridor    4 
Conservation Area Design Guidance    4 
Design Principles    4 
Railway St. Neighbourhood, Brierfield    4 
Open Countryside & AONB     
 

1 Regulation 18 

 
A period of ongoing informal consultation 
seeking to identify the key issues to be 
addressed and consider all reasonable 
alternatives for dealing with these issues. 

2 Regulation 19 (12 SPD) 

 
Publication of the ‘final’ draft for a formal 
six-week public consultation to consider 
what the Council believes to be the ‘final’ 
version of its document. 

3 Regulations 22 and 24 (not SPDs) 

 
Submission of the document to the 
Secretary of State (Regulation 22).for 
independent examination (Regulation 24). 

4 Regulation 26 (14 SPD) 
 Document adopted. 

 

 

 

Green Belt at Pendle Hall, Higham 

 Booths Supermarket, Barrowford 

    
For an alternative format of this 
document phone 01282 661330 
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http://www.pendle.gov.uk/info/20072/planning_policies/277/evidence_base_documents/14
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