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 Welcome to Issue 48 of Framework, the newsletter that 
keeps you up to date with progress on the Local Plan and 
other planning policy matters in Pendle. 
In this issue we want to let you know about our upcoming public 
consultation. This is to consider the policies and site allocations in 
the Pendle Local Plan Part 2.  
The Government has also announced a public consultation to 
consider proposed changes to the National Planning Policy 
Framework and the introduction of a new National Design Code. 
We have also reviewed the policies in our Core Strategy and 
published an update of our Brownfield Register. 

Pendle Local Plan Part 2  
We are preparing our Local Plan. But 
what is it? And how will it affect you? 

Background 
The Local Plan addresses the impact 
that new development will have on our 
community. It establishes our future 
needs for housing and employment. 
The Plan also supports provision of the 
infrastructure (i.e. transport and 
utilities) needed to support growth. 
The Pendle Local Plan is in two parts. 
The Council adopted Part 1 in 2015. It 
sets out the strategic objectives and 
policies that will help to achieve our 
vision for Pendle in 2030.  
We are now preparing Part 2 of the 
Local Plan. This contains detailed 
policies that decide where development 
will go and what it will look like. They 
provide a clear sign of what we want 
from new development. And they will 
help developers to submit applications 
that meet our expectations. 
We want to be sure that new 
development benefits our community.  
There are policies that protect and 
enhance our historic and natural 
heritage. Promoting sustainable 
development: 
• supports our economy 
• increases our standard of living 
• improves our health and wellbeing 
Once adopted, planning officers will 
use the Local Plan to help them decide 
whether to approve, or refuse, 
applications for planning permission. 

Local Plan Part 2 also identifies land for 
future development.  

Landowners, agents and developers 
submitted over 300 sites to the Council 
for consideration. Following a thorough 
assessment we have selected those 
that are best placed to meet our 
development needs up to 2030, in a 
sustainable way. 
Our strategy prioritises the 
redevelopment of previously developed 
land. But it acknowledges there are 
concerns about economic viability in 
our towns. In response, development 
on some greenfield land is necessary 
to secure growth. 

 

Public consultation 
The Preferred Options Report is our 
first draft of the Part 2 Local Plan. At 
Policy and Resources Committee on 21 
January 2021, local councillors agreed 
it could go out for consultation. The six 
week public consultation will run from  

9am on Friday, 12 February 2021 to 
5pm on Friday, 26 March 2021 

The consultation allows you to 
comment on our policies and the sites 
we have allocated for future 
development. 

The consultation also gives you the 
opportunity to consider three new 
evidence base documents. These have 
informed the proposals in our Plan. 
• Green Infrastructure Strategy (LUC 

Consultants, July 2019) 
• Development Viability Study 

(Lambert Smith Hampton, March 
2020) 

• Housing Needs Assessment 
(Lichfields, March 2020) 

Two further documents address our 
legal requirements in plan-making.  
The Sustainability Appraisal (SA) looks 
at the economic, social and 
environmental impacts of the Plan.  
The Habitats Regulations Assessment 
(HRA) considers impacts on the South 
Pennine Moors and other nearby 
habitats of international importance. 
The HRA screening report concludes 
that any significant adverse effects are 
unlikely.  
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
consultation documents will only be 
available on the Council website. 

We will let you know how you can 
attend online events or book a one-to-
one meeting with a planning officer on 
the Council website, social media, 
posters displayed across Pendle and in 
the local press. 

Looking north from Bleara Moor, Earby 

http://www.pendle.gov.uk/downloads/download/1490/framework_newsletter
http://www.pendle.gov.uk/siteallocations
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Brownfield Register 5-yr Housing Land Supply How To Contact Us 
The Brownfield Register has been 
updated and published on the Council 
website. It provides up-to-date 
information on land that has previously 
been developed, which is considered 
to be appropriate for residential 
development.   
The register has two parts.  
Part 1 – A list of all brownfield sites 
appropriate for residential development 
Part 2 – A sub-set of Part 1. It is a list 
of sites granted ‘permission in principle’  
Pendle, does not have any sites on 
Part 2 of the Brownfield Register. 
Our Part 1 Register has information on 
55 sites. Each site has an area of at 
least 0.25 hectares, or is capable of 
supporting at least 5 dwellings. The 
sites are suitable and available and 
development is considered to be 
achievable All sites have a valid full, or 
outline, planning permission. 

We are also in the process of updating 
our Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment (SHLAA). The SHLAA is a 
list of sites used to determine the 
quantity and suitability of land in the 
borough, which is potentially available 
for housing. It includes sites with 
planning permission and those without 
planning permission that could be 
made available for housing at a future 
date. 
The SHLAA is used to update our 5 year 
housing land supply position; as 
required the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF). The basis for our 
calculation is the figure of 146 dwellings 
per year taken from the governments 
Standard Method, published on 16 
December 2020. This figure is not the 
same as the annual housing requirement 
in the Local Plan, which includes an 
uplift for factors such as economic 
growth and affordable housing need. 
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National Planning Policy  
Review of Strategic 
Planning Policies Document Progress 

The Government recently announced a 
consultation to consider proposals to 
revise the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF). The consultation 
closes on the 27 March 2021. It is open 
to anyone wishing to make comments. 
Changes seek to ensure that more 
detailed guidance on good design is 
provided locally. This will support 
efforts to secure high quality places 
and healthier environments. Further 
amendments respond to the findings of 
Living with Beauty, an independent 
report prepared by the Building Better 
Building Beautiful Commission.  
Other proposals focus on managing 
flood risk. The use of natural assets to 
ensure that new developments and 
communities are resilient to extreme 
weather events arising from climate 
change are promoted. 
The Government is also consulting on 
a National Model Design Code. This 
provides detailed guidance on the 
production of local design codes, 
guides and policies to promote 
successful design. The Manual for 
Streets project will work alongside this 
code and take forward the proposals in 
the report Better planning, better 
transport, better places. 

On 17 December 2015, Pendle Council 
adopted the Pendle Local Plan Part 1: 
Core Strategy. 
The Government requires Local Plan 
policies to be reviewed at least every 
five years, to ensure that they remain 
compliant with the National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF). 
In January 2021, the Council published 
the findings of its review. This confirms 
that the majority of policies in the Core 
Strategy are still up-to-date and 
consistent with the NPPF.  
Due to a wide range of factors, many 
outside the control of the Council, some 
policies are less effective than when 
first written. Policies in the emerging 
Local Plan Part 2 will address these 
issues, but for now they continue to 
attract full weight in the decision 
making process. 
Two policies were found to be 
inconsistent with the NPPF. Policy 
LIV1, which established a housing 
requirement of 298 dwellings per 
annum, and Policy LIV 4, which looks 
at affordable housing provision in new 
development, will both be replaced in 
Local Plan Part 2. Until then the weight 
given to them in decision making will 
be in accordance with the NPPF. 

This summary, based on our Local 
Development Scheme (LDS), shows 
the stage reached in preparing new 
planning policy documents. 
 
 

Development Plan Documents 
LP1 Core Strategy 4 
LP2 Site Allocations & Development Policies 2 
Bradley Area Action Plan 4 
Neighbourhood Plans 
Barrowford 4 
Trawden Forest 4 
Colne 2 
Kelbrook and Sough 1 
Supplementary Planning Documents 
Conservation Area Design Guidance 4 
Design Principles  4 
Open Countryside & AONB - 
Brierfield Canal Corridor 4 
Brierfield Railway Street Neighbourhood 4 
  

1 Plan preparation and evidence gathering. 
Includes informal discussion with key 
stakeholders and other interested parties.  

2 Formal public consultation to consider the first 
draft of the Plan. This is then amended to 
reflect the comments received.  

3 Formal public consultation to consider the final 
draft of the Plan. The Plan is not amended 
before it is sent for independent examination. 
The Inspector or Examiner will consider both 
the Plan and any comments submitted at this 
stage. (Does not apply to SPDs). 

 

4 Document formally adopted by Pendle 
Council.  
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