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 Welcome to Issue 46 of Framework, the newsletter that 
keeps you up to date with progress on the Local Plan and 
other planning policy matters in Pendle. 
In this issue we announce our intention to consult on Part 2 of our 
Local Plan before the end of the year. This is a few months later 
than we expected, but these have been difficult times. When we 
issued our last newsletter in December 2019 few of us had heard of 
COVID-19. We hope that you and your family have managed to 
stay safe and are feeling well. 

We also take a look at the Government’s proposed changes to the 
planning system and introduce the newest member of our team. 

Pendle Local Plan Planning White Paper 
The two-part Pendle Local Plan sets 
out the strategic guidelines for future 
development in the borough.  
It looks at our requirements for housing, 
employment, retail and infrastructure, 
whilst seeking to protect and enhance 
our natural and historic environment. 

 
Public Consultation 
Over 40 draft policies have been 
written. These have been sent to the 
Environment Agency, Historic England, 
Natural England and other relevant 
organisations for comment. Their and 
their feedback has been taken into 
account. 
A total of 309 sites have been 
assessed. We have selected the ones 
that best meet local development 
needs and allocated them in the Part 2 
Local Plan. 
The first draft of the Part 2 Local Plan, 
is known as the Preferred Options 
Report. This document will be looked at 
by councillors at Policy and Resources 
Committee on 26 November 2020. 

If approved by councillors, a six week 
public consultation should start in mid-
December, continuing over the festive 
period and into the New Year. 
The consultation will allow all interested 
parties to look at the policy proposals 
and site allocations set-out in the Local 
Plan and give feedback. 
The consultation will also give people 
the opportunity to look at three new 
evidence base documents that help to 
support the Local Plan. These are: 

• Development Viability Study 
(Lambert Smith Hampton, March 
2020) 

• Housing Needs Assessment 
(Lichfields, March 2020) 

• Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 
(JBA Consulting, November 2020)  

 

Details of how to view the Local Plan 
and its supporting documents will be 
widely publicised nearer the time of the 
consultation. 

Planning for the future outlines the 
Government’s proposals to reform the 
planning system in England. 
The structure of the planning system 
won’t change. Councils will still prepare 
and adopt Local Plans to guide 
development in accordance with the 
National Planning Policy Framework.  
Key changes to the content of Local 
Plans will be as follows: 
• Local Plans will only identify: 

- land for development 
- sites that should be protected 
- types of development that can 

take place  
• Local Plans will designate three 

categories of land: 
Growth: Once allocated sites will 
have outline planning approval for 
development 
Renewal: Small scale development 
will benefit from permission in 
principle. Issues such as flood risk, 
design, impact on transport and 
highways will still need to be 
addressed by applicants. 
Protected: Sites with environmental 
or cultural characteristics, where 
development should continue to be 
subject to some control. 

• New national development 
management policies will allow 
Local Plans to focus on establishing 
local design codes. These will guide 
developers on what is acceptable 
within particular areas 

Continued on page 2 
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http://www.pendle.gov.uk/downloads/download/1490/framework_newsletter
http://www.pendle.gov.uk/localplan
https://www.pendle.gov.uk/info/20072/planning_policies/275/development_plan_documents/3
https://www.pendle.gov.uk/info/20072/planning_policies/275/development_plan_documents/3
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907647/MHCLG-Planning-Consultation.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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Housing Completions 
Update 2019/20 Policy Team Update How To Contact Us 
The Council has finished its monitoring 
of housing completions for 2019/20. 
This process has taken a little longer 
this year owing to COVID-19. 

A total of 204 new dwellings (net) were 
completed in Pendle over the last year. 
This is less than in 2018/19 but is 
significantly higher than in other years. 
It is the second highest amount of new 
homes built in Pendle since the start of 
the plan period in 2011/12.  

The delivery of new homes has 
typically been concentrated on major 
development sites. A number of large 
sites are currently under construction 
across the Borough.  

Together with a healthy supply of sites 
with planning permission, and those to 
be allocated through the emerging Part 
2 Local Plan, housing delivery is 
expected to remain strong in the 
coming years. 

Craig Barnes 
joined the Policy 
team as Senior 
Planning officer 
in July. He has 
settled in quickly, 
focussing on 
preparation of 
the Local Plan.  
Craig comes from across the Pennines, 
but has worked in the North West for a 
number of years. He brings with him a 
wide range of experience in the private 
sector with specialist planning 
consultancies and developers. 
Outside work Craig enjoys running and 
hill walking and likes watching sports. 
Matt Kennedy continues to promote 
small site development and provide 
support for neighbourhood planning.  
Principal Planning Officer John Halton 
and Planning Technician Jill Bailey 
complete the team. 

  

 John Halton  
Principal Planning Officer (Policy) 
01282 661330 

Craig Barnes 
Senior Planning Officer (Policy) 
01282 661377 

Matt Kennedy  
Planning Officer (Policy) 
01282 661709 
 

 
Pendle Council 
Planning, Economic Development 
and Regulatory Services 
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Market Street 
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Planning White Paper  
Other Changes to the 
Planning System Document Progress 

Continued from page 1 
Development proposals which are 
different to the Local Plan can still be 
submitted, but applicants will need to 
prepare a full planning application. 
Other proposed changes: 
• Local Plans will need to be prepared 

in six stages and within 30 months.  
• There will be a duty to review Local 

Plans every five years. 
• A single “sustainable development 

test” will replace the current tests for 
soundness and the requirement to 
comply with the duty to co-operate. 

• Sustainability Appraisal will be 
replaced by a simplified process for 
assessing the environmental impact 
of plans. 

The Government also proposes to: 
• Establish a new national design 

body 
• Digitise plan-making: with shorter, 

more visual and web-based 
documents 

• Introduce a new infrastructure levy 
which will fund affordable housing 
provision. 

The consultation on the White Paper 
ends on 29 October 2020. 

The Government have also recently 
consulted on more immediate changes 
to the current planning system. These 
are set out in the document: 

Changes to the current planning 
system: Consultation on changes to 
planning policy and regulations. 

There are four key proposals: 
1. A change to the standard method 

for calculating local housing need 
with needs based on the existing 
housing stock and long term 
changes in affordability. 

2. Secure the delivery of First Homes 
in the short-term through developer 
contributions, before transition to a 
new system 

3. Supporting small and medium sized 
developers by temporarily lifting the 
threshold below which developers 
do not need to contribute to 
affordable housing requirements. 

4. Extend permission in principle to 
cover major development 

The consultation on changes to the 
current planning system closed on 1 
October 2020. The Council’s response 
to this consultation was approved by 
members at Policy and Resources 
Committee on the 17 September 2020. 

This summary, based on our Local 
Development Scheme (LDS), shows 
the stage reached in preparing new 
planning policy documents. 
 
 

Development Plan Documents 
LP1 Core Strategy 4 
LP2 Site Allocations & Development Policies 2 
Bradley Area Action Plan 4 
Neighbourhood Plans 
Barrowford 4 
Trawden Forest 4 
Colne 2 
Kelbrook and Sough 1 
Supplementary Planning Documents 
Conservation Area Design Guidance 4 
Design Principles  4 
Open Countryside & AONB - 
Brierfield Canal Corridor 4 
Brierfield Railway Street Neighbourhood 4 
  

1 Plan preparation and evidence gathering. 
Includes informal discussion with key 
stakeholders and other interested parties.  

2 Formal public consultation to consider the first 
draft of the Plan. This is then amended to 
reflect the comments received.  

3 Formal public consultation to consider the final 
draft of the Plan. The Plan is not amended 
before it is sent for independent examination. 
The Inspector or Examiner will consider both 
the Plan and any comments submitted at this 
stage. (Does not apply to SPDs). 

 

4 Document formally adopted by Pendle 
Council.  

 

 

mailto:ldf@pendle.gov.uk
http://www.pendle.gov.uk/planning
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907215/200805_Changes_to_the_current_planning_system_FINAL_version.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907215/200805_Changes_to_the_current_planning_system_FINAL_version.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907215/200805_Changes_to_the_current_planning_system_FINAL_version.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907215/200805_Changes_to_the_current_planning_system_FINAL_version.pdf
http://www.pendle.gov.uk/lds
http://www.pendle.gov.uk/lds
https://www.pendle.gov.uk/dpds
http://www.pendle.gov.uk/corestrategy
http://www.pendle.gov.uk/siteallocations
http://www.pendle.gov.uk/info/20072/planning_policies/275/development_plan_documents/5
https://www.pendle.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplans
https://www.pendle.gov.uk/info/20072/planning_policies/279/neighbourhood_planning/3
http://www.pendle.gov.uk/trawdenforestnp
https://www.pendle.gov.uk/info/20072/planning_policies/279/neighbourhood_planning/5
https://www.pendle.gov.uk/info/20072/planning_policies/279/neighbourhood_planning/6
https://www.pendle.gov.uk/spds
http://www.pendle.gov.uk/info/20072/planning_policies/276/supplementary_planning_documents/3
http://www.pendle.gov.uk/info/20072/planning_policies/276/supplementary_planning_documents/4
http://www.pendle.gov.uk/info/20072/planning_policies/276/supplementary_planning_documents/6
http://www.pendle.gov.uk/info/20072/planning_policies/276/supplementary_planning_documents/2
http://www.pendle.gov.uk/info/20072/planning_policies/276/supplementary_planning_documents/5

