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 Welcome to Issue 44 of Framework, the newsletter that 
keeps you up to date with progress on the Local Plan and 
other planning policy matters in Pendle. 
Work continues on policy writing and site assessment for the Part 2 
Pendle Local Plan. And two key evidence base documents have 
recently been commissioned. But whilst there may be little of note 
to report about the Local Plan, there is still plenty going on in 
Pendle. 
The Barrowford Neighbourhood Plan goes to a public Referendum 
next month. And Nelson has won the right to bid for Government 
funding targeted at revitalising the nations High Streets. 

Barrowford Referendum Pendle Local Plan Evidence Base Update 
On 29 August the independent 
Examiner Mr Robert Bryan, BA Hons., 
Dip TP, MRTPI issued his final report 
on the Barrowford Neighbourhood 
Plan. This recommended that subject to 
modifications the Plan, which has been 
prepared by Barrowford Parish Council, 
should proceed to Referendum.  
The Referendum will be held on 
Thursday 14 November 2019. To be 
eligible to vote you must live in 
Barrowford and be registered to 
vote. Voting will be similar to that for 
Pendle Council elections. A simple 
majority of the votes cast will see the 
Plan either adopted or rejected. 

 

 
If given the thumbs up by voters it will 
be the second Neighbourhood Plan to 
be adopted in Pendle. The Plan will 
then be used by planning officers to 
help determine applications for 
planning permission in Barrowford. 
Copies of the Plan and supporting 
documents are available on the Parish 
and Pendle Council websites and at: 
• Barrowford Parish Council Offices 
• Barrowford Public Library 
• Pavilion Café, Victoria Park, Nelson 
• Number One Market Street, Nelson 
• Nelson Public Library 

We must plan positively for the 
development and 
infrastructure needs 
of our community. 
The two-part 
Pendle Local Plan 
sets out our 
strategic priorities 
for future 
development. It 
addresses housing, employment, retail 
and infrastructure requirements, whilst 
seeking to protect and enhance the 
natural and historic environment. 

Update on Progress 
Almost 40 draft policies are now 
written. Where necessary these have 
been circulated internally or sent to the 
three statutory bodies – Environment 
Agency, Historic England and Natural 
England – and other relevant 
organisations for initial comments. 
We are also just over half way through 
assessing more than 300 potential 
development sites. The results will help 
us to select the most appropriate sites 
for allocation in the Part 2 Local Plan. 

Public Consultation 
The first draft of the Part 2 Local Plan is 
known as the Preferred Options Report.  
A formal six week public consultation 
on this document is expected to take 
place in June 2020. 
The Local Development Scheme (LDS) 
will be updated shortly to reflect this 
revised timetable. 

The Local Plan must be based on 
robust and up-to-date evidence. Two 
reports outlining future development 
needs and the potential for growth have 
recently been commissioned. 
A team from Lambert Smith Hampton is 
currently preparing an update of the 
Council’s Development Viability Study, 
which was adopted in 2014.  
A workshop in early October was well 
attended by a mix of national house 
builders; local developers; registered 
providers of social housing and their 
agents. The information they provided 
will help to feed the most up-to-date 
information on development costs into 
the report. This will allow the Council to 
make broad brush assumptions on 
whether particular development sites 
are likely to be deliverable and suitable 
for allocation in the Local Plan. 
Lichfields has been appointed to 
prepare a Housing Needs Assessment. 
This will help to inform how many new 
homes are needed and what types of 
home we need to plan for. 
The Council’s first Housing Statistical 
Release reveals that 320 new homes 
were brought to the market in 2018/19. 
This represents a substantial increase 
on the figure of 140 reported for the 
previous monitoring year. 
Excluding figures for the reoccupation 
of long term empty homes, the Council 
can demonstrate a deliverable supply 
of new homes sufficient to meet 4.6 
years’ worth of the planned housing 
requirement for the next five years.  

 

Vote on 
Thursday 

14 November 

St Thomas’s Church, Barrowford 

http://www.pendle.gov.uk/downloads/download/1490/framework_newsletter
https://www.pendle.gov.uk/downloads/file/10479/barrowford_neighbourhood_plan_examiners_report
https://barrowford.net/
https://barrowford.net/news/28-barrowford-neighbourhood-development-plan-is-ready
https://www.pendle.gov.uk/info/20072/planning_policies/279/neighbourhood_planning/3
http://www.pendle.gov.uk/localplan
https://www.pendle.gov.uk/info/20072/planning_policies/275/development_plan_documents/3
http://www.pendle.gov.uk/lds
https://www.lsh.co.uk/
https://www.pendle.gov.uk/info/20072/planning_policies/277/evidence_base_documents/7
https://lichfields.uk/
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Nelson Town Centre Masterplan How To Contact Us 
Pendle Council has appointed a design 
team from consultants Cushman and 
Wakefield to re-masterplan the centre 
of Nelson. 

A new deliverable vision and 
masterplan will provide investors with a 
sound understanding of the town’s 
potential and provide them with the 
confidence to invest in its future. 

The Council is looking to maximise the 
benefits arising from recent 
improvements to junctions on the M65 
motorway; a number of new housing 
developments; and an expansion of the 
Lomeshaye Industrial Estate. 

The masterplan will take into account 
the current strengths and weaknesses 
of the town. Existing strategies and 
investment proposals will inform future 
priorities for action. The project will 
also take a view on local retail activity 
and the future role of Nelson. 

A drop-in session for members of the 
public was held at the ACE Centre on 
Tuesday 29 October. 
But there is still an opportunity for you 
to give your views on the Council’s 
website until 9:00am on Wednesday 6 
November. 

 

 

  

 John Halton  
Principal Planning Officer (Policy) 
01282 661330 

Matt Kennedy  
Planning Officer (Policy) 
01282 661709 

Neil Watson  
Planning, Economic 
Development & Regulatory 
Services Manager 
01282 661706 

 
Pendle Council 
Planning, Economic Development 
and Regulatory Services 
Town Hall 
Market Street 
Nelson  
BB9 7LG 

 ldf@pendle.gov.uk    

 www.pendle.gov.uk/planning 
 

Future High Streets Fund Document Progress 
Nelson has been awarded £150,000 in 
the first round of the Government’s 
Future High Streets Fund. 
The money will help the Council to 
develop a business case for the 
previously announced Town Centre 
Masterplan, which aims to revive the 
heart of the town. 
For many years it has been a focal 
point for the community. And we want it 
to remain a vibrant place that people 
want to visit and meet their friends. 
If the Council's case is accepted more 
money could follow in Stage 2. 
Councillor Mohammed Iqbal, leader of 
Pendle Council, said: "We have 
ambitious plans for the town. We are 
currently working with a range of 
organisations, retailers and local 
residents to make our blueprint a 
reality. 
"We want the town centre to remain a 
key driver for economic growth in the 
borough over the next 15 to 20 years." 
Pendle MP Andrew Stephenson said,  
“I welcome this news. It will help Pendle 
Council make the best possible case 
for securing a share of the £1bn 
available. 

"This significant level of funding aims to 

address the very challenges we see 
here in Pendle.” 
The Council’s Chief Executive Dean 
Langton said: “We are developing a 
detailed and compelling business case 
in our bid to secure up to £10 million 
investment in Nelson, with a focus on 
better transport links and healthier 
lifestyles. 
"This is a big step forward for Pendle. 
And it fits neatly with our new 
Masterplan for the town centre.”  

 
The blueprint includes: 
• creating a greater mix of uses in the 

town centre 
• re-creating the traditional high street 

feel, which was lost through major 
redevelopment in the 1960s 

• making Nelson a more vibrant 
destination 

• developing community hubs; and 
• bringing a range of health services 

on the edge of the town into the 
centre 

This summary, based on our Local 
Development Scheme (LDS), shows 
the stage reached in preparing new 
planning policy documents. 
 
 

Development Plan Documents 
LP1 Core Strategy 4 
LP2 Site Allocations & Development Policies 1 
Bradley Area Action Plan 4 
Neighbourhood Plans 
Barrowford 3 
Trawden Forest 4 
Colne 1 
Kelbrook and Sough 1 
Supplementary Planning Documents 
Conservation Area Design Guidance 4 
Design Principles  4 
Open Countryside & AONB - 
Brierfield Canal Corridor 4 
Brierfield Railway Street Neighbourhood 4 
  

1 Plan preparation and evidence gathering. 
Includes informal discussion with key 
stakeholders and other interested parties.  

2 Formal public consultation to consider the first 
draft of the Plan. This is then amended to 
reflect the comments received.  

3 Formal public consultation to consider the final 
draft of the Plan. The Plan is not amended 
before it is sent for independent examination. 
The Inspector or Examiner will consider both 
the Plan and any comments submitted at this 
stage. (Does not apply to SPDs). 

 

4 Document formally adopted by Pendle 
Council.  
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