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 Welcome to the 43rd issue of Framework, the newsletter 
that keeps you up to date on emerging planning policy 
and progress on the Local Plan here in Pendle. 
Whilst work on the Local Plan goes on behind the scenes, there is 
still quite a bit to report this month. 
Pendle’s first Neighbourhood Plan came into effect in November. 
Development proposals in the parish of Trawden Forest must now 
take account of policies in their new neighbourhood plan.  
Anticipated since November, the first results from the Housing 
Delivery Test were released in February, alongside an update of 
the National Planning Policy Framework. 

Neighbourhood Plan Update Pendle Update 
Trawden Forest 
Pendle has its first Neighbourhood 
Plan! 
On Thursday 8 November, 709 voters 
(33% of the electorate) in the parish 
took part in the referendum on their 
Neighbourhood Plan.  
An overwhelming majority voted in 
favour of the Plan, with the votes cast 
as follows:  

Vote Number Percentage 
YES 668 94% 
NO 41 6% 

In accordance with the Neighbourhood 
Plan Regulations 2012, the plan has 
been formally ‘made' (adopted) by 
Pendle Council. It is now being used 
alongside the Pendle Local Plan, to 
help determine planning applications 
within the parish. 
Barrowford 
The Parish Council submitted the 
revised version of its Neighbourhood 
Plan to the Council on Friday 23 
January 2019.  
In accordance with Regulation 16, a six 
week public consultation took place 
between Friday 8 February 2019 and 
Friday 22 March 2019. 
After the consultation the plan, all 
supporting documents and the 
comments received in response to the 
consultation were sent to Mr Robert 
Bryan, BA Hons, Dip TP, MRTPI, the 
independent examiner appointed to 
carry out the examination of the plan. 

Following a preliminary assessment of 
the documentation supplied, the formal 
Examination period started week 
commencing Monday 13 May 2019. 
Colne 
The Town Council has considered the 
comments received in response to its 
informal public consultation held in 
May/June 2018. They intend to make a 
revised draft of their Plan available for 
comment in the next few months. 
Kelbrook and Sough 
The Parish Council has now formed a 
steering group, which will lead on the 
preparation of its neighbourhood plan. 
Neighbourhood Planning Forum 
Having helped to steer its first 
neighbourhood plan through to 
adoption, the Council hosted an 
evening presentation for the borough’s 
town and parish council’s at Trawden 
Community Centre on Monday 15 April. 
Opening speaker, Julian Jackson from 
the Royal Town Planning Institute, 
explained how local communities could 
benefit from preparing a neighbourhood 
plan for their area. He was followed by 
John Dransfied who spoke candidly 
about preparing the Trawden Forest 
Neighbourhood Plan, highlighting both 
the good and the bad experiences 
encountered along the way. 
After the key speakers representatives 
from the borough’s town and parish 
councils met informally to discuss in 
more depth the pros and cons of 
preparing a plan for their area. 

Local Plan 
Work on writing the policies and 
carrying out site assessment work for 
part two of the Pendle Local Plan 
continues.  
The first draft, the so called Preferred 
Options Report, should be available for 
public comment in early 2020. 

 
Planning Policy 
The planning policy team at Pendle is 
now up to full strength.  
Principal Planning Officer John Halton 
continues to manage the day-to-day 
work of the team. 
Matthew Collins took over the role of 
Senior Planning Officer in February. He 
will focus on the preparation of the 
emerging Local Plan, its evidence base 
and annual monitoring. Matthew is 
originally from Reading, but has lived in 
West Yorkshire for many years. His last 
role was to assist Craven Council with 
the delivery of their Local Plan. 
Our other recent recruit Matt Kennedy 
helps to promote house building on 
small brownfield sites and provides 
support for neighbourhood planning. 
The officers are ably supported by the 
longest serving member of the team, 
Planning Technician Jill Bailey. 

Whitefield, Nelson 

http://www.pendle.gov.uk/downloads/download/1490/framework_newsletter
https://www.pendle.gov.uk/info/20072/planning_policies/279/neighbourhood_planning/8
file://Penpbcfps002/data-planning-nelsonth$/Plans%20&%20Policy%20Section/LOCAL%20DEVELOPMENT%20FRAMEWORK%20(LDF)/LDF/Framework/Past%20Issues/Word%20Version/Framework%20(Issue%2012).doc
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National Planning Policy How To Contact Us 
Housing Delivery Test 
In February 2019 the Government 
released the results of the Housing 
Delivery Test (HDT) for 2018. 
The HDT measures the delivery of new 
housing in an area. Where the figure 
has fallen below expectations the 
Council is expected to respond 
positively to encourage future delivery. 
Councils that deliver 95% or less of 
their target figure must prepare an 
Action Plan. This sets out the actions 
they are taking to address the situation. 
In the first year of the test about a third 
of councils are in this position. 
Councils that deliver 85% or less of 
their target must add a 20% buffer to 
their five year housing land supply 
figure. Approximately 37% of councils 
are required to do this 
This is the first year of operation for the 
HDT. As such no councils will face the 
penalty of their housing policies being 
considered to be out-of-date, which 
would trigger a "presumption in favour" 
of sustainable development.  
The HDT will become increasingly 
difficult for all Councils to pass in future  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Source: MHCLG, Lichfields 

years (see diagram below). 
So, what does this mean for Pendle? 
Pendle was expected to deliver 603 
new dwellings in the three-years from 
2015 to 2018. During this period only 
441 new homes were completed. This 
represents 73% of the target. 
This falls below the 95% threshold, so 
the Council must prepare an Action 
Plan. This will consider the reasons for 
the under-delivery of new housing and 
identify actions to increase this in 
future years 
It also falls below the 85% threshold, 
so the Council must also apply a 20% 
buffer when calculating its five year 
housing land supply figure. This means 
that it must have sufficient planning 
permissions in place to deliver six 
years’ worth of new housing (rather 
than five).  
National Planning Policy Framework 
To reflect these changes a revised 
version of the NPPF was issued on 19 
February 2019. 
This replaces the previous version of 
the NPPF published in March 2012, 
and revised in July 2018. 
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Document Progress 
 

This summary, based on our Local 
Development Scheme (LDS), shows 
the stage reached in preparing new 
planning policy documents. 
 
 

Document type / title Stage 
     

Development Plan Documents 
LP1 Core Strategy     4 
LP2 Site Allocations & Development Policies  1    
Bradley Area Action Plan      4 
Neighbourhood Plans 
Trawden Forest    4 
Supplementary Planning Documents 
Conservation Area Design Guidance    4 
Design Principles     4 
Open Countryside & AONB     
Brierfield Canal Corridor    4 
Brierfield Railway Street Area    4 
  

1 Document preparation and evidence 
gathering, including informal consultation 
with key stakeholders and other interested 
parties.  

2 Formal public consultation to consider the 
initial draft of the Plan, which is 
subsequently amended to reflect the 
comments received.  

3 Formal public consultation to consider the 
final draft of the Plan, prior to submission to 
the Secretary of State (or Pendle Council 
in the case of a Neighbourhood Plan) for 
independent examination  - N.B. does not 
apply to SPDs. 

 

4 Document formally adopted by Pendle 
Council.  
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