
 
 
 
 

 ISSUE 42 : November 2018 
 

      

 

 

 Welcome to the 42nd issue of Framework, the newsletter 
that keeps you up to date on emerging planning policy 
and progress on the Local Plan here in Pendle. 
Work continues behind the scenes to prepare the first draft of 
the Local Plan (Part 2). The policies and site allocations are 
currently being changed to reflect new national policy and 
guidance, which the Government published in late July.  
Elsewhere the Trawden Forest Neighbourhood Plan has been 
through its independent Examination and goes to Referendum 
on Thursday 8 November 2018. Polling will take place 
between 7am and 10pm. 

National planning policy Local Plan update Evidence base 
Closing the gap between homes 
granted planning consent and homes 
built is a key challenge. Whilst it cannot 
be addressed by planning policy alone, 
the revised National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) continues to focus 
on boosting the delivery of new homes. 
Published on 24 July 2018, and 
referred to as a “new rule book” in the 
Government’s press release, it is little 
changed from the draft, launched in 
March.  
Strong protection for the Green Belt is 
maintained. Developers are 
encouraged to make more effective use 
of land within urban areas through the 
use of minimum density standards; by 
building new homes on top of existing 
residential and commercial properties; 
and by taking a flexible approach to 
applying standards for daylight and 
sunlight. 
To avoid repeating the mistakes of the 
past when accelerating delivery of new 
homes, there is a stronger emphasis on 
design quality. Before bringing forward 
major schemes, developers have to 
carry out early and effective 
engagement with local community 
groups. The aim is to prepare designs 
that better reflect local characteristics 
and aspirations. 
But, at a time when industrial land and 
offices are being lost to housing and 
post-Brexit economic uncertainty 
prevails, the NPPF says little about 
employment. This balance may need to 
be addressed going forward. 

Publication of the Preferred Options 
Report for Local Plan Part 2: Site 
Allocations and Development Policies, 
has been delayed.  
This is to allow the Council to take 
account of new requirements set-out in 
the revised NPPF and the new Housing 
Delivery Test to be launched in 
November (see separate articles). 
Officers in the Planning Policy team are 
currently: 
• producing and commissioning key 

evidence base studies addressing 
green infrastructure (separate 
article), flooding, affordable housing 
provision and development viability  

• drafting around 40 planning policies, 
which add detail to the strategic 
policies in the Core Strategy 
(adopted in December 2015); and 

• carrying out site assessment work, 
to narrow down the 305 
submissions to those sites it is 
proposed to allocate in the Plan.   

Further information regarding progress 
on LP2 can be found on the Council 
website. 

Kay dates in the anticipated Local Plan 
timetable, to be reflected in an update 
of the Local Development Scheme 
(LDS) are as follows: 

REG STAGE DATE 
18 Preferred Options Jun 2019 
19 Publication Nov 2019 
22 Submission Mar 2020 

 

Two closely related documents are 
currently undergoing a final fact 
checking exercise before they are 
made available for public scrutiny. 
In early October the final draft of the 
Green Infrastructure Strategy was 
presented to the Council by consultants 
LUC. At the same time the Council 
completed a comprehensive review of 
its Open Space Audit. 
The evidence 
from these 
documents will be 
used to highlight 
those areas of the 
borough where it 
is a priority to 
enhance existing 
open space, or to create new green 
spaces. The goal is to improve our 
overall quality of life by looking to: 
• address the decline in species and 

habitats (biodiversity); 
• mitigate and adapt to the impacts of 

climate change and extreme 
weather events; 

• promote sustainable growth and 
economic development; and 

• support healthy lifestyles and well-
being. 

In addition, officers are currently 
preparing briefs for future invitations to 
tender for evidence base documents 
that will address: 
• development viability; 
• affordable housing provision; and 
• flood risk. 
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Planning policy team Data protection How To Contact Us 
It was 2013 when we last announced a 
change to the Planning Policy Team, 
then two come along at once. 
After almost 15 years with Pendle 
Council, Jonathan Dicken left in 
October to take up a new role with 
Bradford Metropolitan District Council. 
We would like to thank Jonathan for his 
valuable contribution to the work of the 
Planning Policy team, and wish him 
every success in his new role.  
A new Senior Planning Officer should 
be in place early in the New Year. 
In September, Matt Kennedy joined the 
Planning Policy team. He will initially 
focus on promoting the delivery of 
small sites and supporting the 
preparation of neighbourhood plans. 
Matt lives in the Pendle area and is 
currently studying for an MA in Town & 
Regional Planning at Leeds Beckett 
University. 

On 25 May 2018, the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
replaced the Data Protection Act 1998 
in the UK. The GDPR sets out 
requirements for how we handle your 
personal data. 
If you have received this copy of 
Framework by post or email, it is 
because the business or organisation 
that you represent, or you personally, 
have previously commented on the 
Pendle Local Plan or another planning 
policy document and asked to be kept 
up to date with new developments. 
The personal information you have 
previously provided is only used for 
the purpose of preparing new planning 
policy documents in Pendle – including 
neighbourhood plans. 
If you would like your personal details 
to be removed from our planning policy 
database please send us an email or 
letter confirming this. 

  

 John Halton  
Principal Planning Officer (Policy) 
01282 661330 

 Matt Kennedy  
Planning Officer (Policy) 
01282 661709 

 Neil Watson  
Planning, Building Control and 
Licensing Manager 
01282 661706 

 
Pendle Council 
Strategic Services 
Planning, Building Control  & 
Licensing 
Town Hall 
Market Street 
Nelson  
BB9 7LG 

 ldf@pendle.gov.uk    

 www.pendle.gov.uk/planning 
 

Neighbourhood planning Housing delivery test Document Progress 
At this time, there is little to report on 
the proposed Neighbourhood Plans for 
Colne and Kelbrook & Sough.  
Trawden Forest 
The Parish Council submitted their 
Plan to Pendle Council on 6 February. 
Following the close of the six-week 
public consultation on 6 April, all 
documents were sent to the 
independent examiner Mr. David 
Proctor BSc, MTPL, MRTPI, MInstLM. 
The Examination was initially 
suspended, so that the consultants 
appointed by the Parish Council could 
update the Flood Risk Assessment for 
two housing sites that were partially in 
the flood zone for Trawden Brook. 
The Examiner issued his final report on 
15 August. This recommended that 
subject to modifications set out in the 
report, the Plan should proceed to 
Referendum. This takes place on 
Thursday 8 November. 
Barrowford 
The Parish Council submitted its 
Neighbourhood Plan to the Council in 
early July. The subsequent public 
consultation was halted on 24 August, 
at the request of the Parish Council, so 
they could revise the Plan in light of 
comments received. 

Alongside the revised NPPF, the 
Government has provided further 
details on the Housing Delivery Test 
(HDT), which comes into effect in 
November this year. 
The Government will use the results of 
the HDT to show whether councils are 
building enough homes to meet their 
housing need.  
Where the council cannot demonstrate 
a 5 year supply of deliverable 
housing sites, or the HDT shows 
there has been a significant under-
delivery of new homes, it will be 
required to: 
• include a 20% buffer in its supply of 

specific deliverable sites sufficient to 
provide 5 years’ worth of housing 
against either the Local Plan housing 
requirement, or the Government’s 
local housing need figure;  
or  

• prepare an Action Plan to identify 
any actions to be taken to address 
the causes of under delivery. 

Using current data on 
housing delivery, 
consultants Lichfields 
anticipate that Pendle 
will need to put a 20% 
land buffer in place for 2019. 

 

This summary, based on our Local 
Development Scheme (LDS), shows 
the stage reached in preparing new 
planning policy documents. 
 
 

Document type / title Stage 
     

Development Plan Documents 
Core Strategy     4 
Site Allocations & Development Policies  1    
Bradley Area Action Plan      4 
     

Supplementary Planning Documents 
Conservation Area Design Guidance    4 
Design Principles     4 
Open Countryside & AONB     
Brierfield Canal Corridor    4 
Brierfield Railway Street Area    4 
 

1 Regulation 18 

 
A period of ongoing informal consultation 
to identify the key issues to be considered 
and the reasonable alternatives for 
addressing them in a sustainable manner. 

2 Regulation 19 (12 SPD) 

 
Publication of what the Council considers to 
be the ‘final’ version draft of its Plan for a 
formal six-week public consultation t. 

3 Regulations 22 and 24 (not SPDs) 

 
Submission of the Plan to the Secretary of 
State (Regulation 22).for independent 
examination (Regulation 24). 

4 Regulation 26 (14 SPD) 
 Document formally adopted by the Council. 
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