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 Welcome to the 41st issue of Framework, the newsletter 
that keeps you up to date on emerging planning policy 
and progress on the Local Plan here in Pendle. 
The most significant news in this issue is the submission of 
Pendle’s first Neighbourhood Plan for examination. 
Pendle Council has appointed consultants to consider the 
importance of green infrastructure for people who live, work or 
visit the borough. 
Finally, the Government is consulting on changes it proposes 
to introduce in a revised version of the National Planning 
Policy Framework, which it intends to publish this summer. 

Local Plan Update NPPF Consultation  
The Planning Policy team continues to 
focus on drafting policies and 
assessing potential development sites 
for inclusion in Pendle Local Plan Part 
2: Site Allocations & Development 
Policies.  

 
Once all the reasonable alternatives 
have been considered, the policies and 
sites allocations considered to provide 
the best strategy for promoting 
sustainable development in Pendle up 
to 2030 will be included in the draft plan.  

 
The draft plan will be available for 
public consultation this summer, when 
the local community will be able to 
consider and comment on the Council’s 
initial proposals. 

On 5 March the Government launched 
a public consultation to consider 
proposed revisions to national planning 
policy and guidance. These seek to: 
• maximise the use of land; and 
• place a greater emphasis on 

converting planning permissions 
into homes. 

Key paragraphs to consider include: 

Para Comment 
8 Change to social objective of 

sustainable development. 
11 Revisions to the presumption in 

favour of sustainable development 
34 Focus consideration of viability on 

broad brush assessment at the  
plan making stage 

36 Requires local authorities to 
prepare Statements of Common 
Ground with neighbouring Councils 

69 Emphasis on identifying a supply of 
small sites (under 0.5ha) 

77 Introduces the Housing Delivery 
Test 

78 Shortens the time limit for the 
implementation of planning 
permissions 

87 Sequential test for main town 
centre uses 

123 Introduces minimum densities for 
development in town centres and 
other locations well served by 
public transport 

136 Considers the exceptional 
circumstances for removing land 
from the Green Belt and offsetting 
through compensatory measures 

144 Additions to list of development not 
considered to be inappropriate in 
Green Belt 

 

The Glossary also introduces a new 
definition of affordable housing. 
Amongst the supporting documents is 
the Housing Delivery Test Draft 
Measurement Rule Book. This shows 
how to calculate the housing 
requirement figure for a particular area. 
Any additional housing, to support 
planned economic growth or other 
aspirations, must be justified by the local 
planning authority. 

 
Draft Planning Practice Guidance has 
also been issued covering: 

• Viability 
• Housing delivery 
• Local housing need assessment 
• Neighbourhood Plans 
• Plan-making 
• Build to Rent housing  

The consultation 
closes on Thursday 
10 May. The new 
national policy and 
guidance is 
expected to be 
published before the 
summer. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/draft-revised-national-planning-policy-framework
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Neighbourhood Planning How To Contact Us 
Trawden Forest 
The Trawden Forest Neighbourhood 
Plan, together with all representations 
received in response to the recent 
public consultation will be sent to      
Mr. David Proctor BSc, MTPL, MRTPI, 
MInstLM, who has been appointed to 
conduct the independent examination 
of the plan. 

 
The examination should take between 
6-10 weeks to complete, with the 
examiner’s report expected in early July.  

Barrowford 
With the assistance from consultants 
Kirkwells, the Parish Council has been 
busy making changes to its draft plan, 
to address the comments received in 
response to the public consultation 
held late last year. 
The Parish Council expects to submit 
the final draft of their neighbourhood 
Plan to Pendle Council just after 
Easter. This will then be made 
available for public comment before it 
is sent for independent examination. 
Colne 
The Town Council recently engaged 
Locality/AECOM to carry out viability 
assessments for sites it is considering 
allocating in its Neighbourhood Plan. 
The results of this work will help to 
inform any final revisions, which are to 
be considered at a meeting of the 
working group on Thursday 12 April. 
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Green Infrastructure Open Space Document Progress 
In March, Pendle Council appointed 
LUC to prepare the borough’s first ever 
Green Infrastructure (GI) Strategy.  
LUC has a strong track record in this 
area of work, having written Natural 
England’s Green Infrastructure 
Guidance as long ago as 2009. 
The Pendle GI Strategy will consider 
existing provision and look at published 
evidence to consider the important 
contribution that GI makes to our local 
communities in terms of: 
• landscape character and cultural 

heritage 
• active travel and connection to the 

countryside 
• biodiversity and ecological 

networks 
• water resources 
• play and recreation 
• health and wellbeing 

The final strategy will include a series 
of maps providing a clear picture of the 
findings. It will be used to inform Local 
Plan policies and the provision of GI on 
allocated sites. 
Early consultation with key stakeholders 
will be followed up with a wider public 
consultation prior to publication. 

Pendle Council is currently updating its 
Open Space Audit.  
Recent snowfalls may have delayed 
progress, but officers have now 
completed over 350 site visits to review 
the quality of open space provision for 
each of the following: 
• Amenity Greenspace 
• Parks 
• Play Areas 
• Outdoor Sports 
• Civic Spaces (e.g. town squares) 

 
The results of the Open Space Audit 
will feed into work on the GI Strategy. It 
will also help to identify areas of the 
borough where increased investment 
or policy intervention is needed, to 
improve the quality of existing open 
space sites, or increase the amount of 
provision. 

 

This summary is based on our Local 
Development Scheme (LDS). It shows 
you which stage we have reached in 
preparing new planning policy 
documents. 
 
 

Document type / title Stage 
     

Development Plan Documents 
Core Strategy     4 
Site Allocations & Development Policies  1    
Bradley Area Action Plan      4 
     

Supplementary Planning Documents 
Conservation Area Design Guidance    4 
Design Principles     4 
Open Countryside & AONB     
Brierfield Canal Corridor    4 
Brierfield Railway Street Area    4 
 

1 Regulation 18 

 
A period of ongoing informal consultation 
seeking to identify the key issues to be 
addressed and consider all reasonable 
alternatives for dealing with these issues. 

2 Regulation 19 (12 SPD) 

 
Publication of the ‘final’ draft for a formal 
six-week public consultation to consider 
what the Council believes to be the ‘final’ 
version of its document. 

3 Regulations 22 and 24 (not SPDs) 

 
Submission of the document to the 
Secretary of State (Regulation 22).for 
independent examination (Regulation 24). 

4 Regulation 26 (14 SPD) 
 Document adopted. 
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