
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Welcome to the 35th edition of Framework, the 
newsletter that keeps you up to date on the Local Plan 
and emerging planning policy here in Pendle. 
This edition follows quickly on the heels of our last issue, to provide 
feedback on the public consultations for the Main Modifications ahead of 
the publication of the Inspector’s Report, which is anticipated to be with 
the Council towards the end of October. 
Elsewhere we consider the proposal to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan for 
Barrowford. The Statement of Community Involvement has been updated 
to reflect our ongoing commitment to constructive engagement, 
participation and consultation in planning. And to this end we have just 
completed a refresh of our contacts database. 

Local Plan Part 1: Core Strategy 
Consultation on the Main Modifications 

Barrowford  
Neighbourhood Plan  

As noted in the last issue of 
Framework, the Secretary of State for 
Communities & Local Government 
Greg Clark published a Written 
Ministerial Statement (WMS) on 18th 
June, announcing changes to the 
Government’s Planning Practice 
Guidance (PPG) for onshore wind 
turbine development.  

In response to this Inspector 
conducting the examination of the 
Pendle Core Strategy, wrote to the 
Council on 10th July, noting that Policy 
ENV3 of the Pendle Core Strategy, 
although not specifically referring to 
wind energy, was no longer  
considered to be consistent with 
national policy. 

At his request the Council proposed 
further Main Modifications to Policy 
ENV3 to address the issues raised by 
the WMS. These modifications were 
then made available for public 
comment from Friday 7th August to 
Friday 18th September. 

Prior to the consultation, the Council 
wrote to the Inspector outlining that in 
its view the Government could not use 
a WMS and subsequent changes to the 
online PPG to alter statutory provisions 
and introduce new planning policy – i.e. 
the flaw lies not in the change of policy, 
but in the mechanisms by which 
Ministers sought to bring it into effect in 
order to make the change immediate.  

This view was subsequently confirmed 
in a High Court ruling addressing the  

Government’s WMS on affordable 
housing published in November 2014. 

The public consultation to consider the 
Main Modifications to Policy ENV3 
closed on Friday 18th September. A 
total of 10 formal representations were 
received containing 14 valid comments.  

Based on these responses, the Council 
has proposed further minor alterations 
to Policy ENV3, for consideration by 
the Inspector. 

The final versions of the Schedule of  
       Main Modifications (includes 

                        changes affecting the  
           Council’s policy stance)  

                           and the Schedule of   
               Additional Modifications  

     (addresses typographical 
errors and other minor  

                changes) were sent to the  
               Inspector on  

Friday 25th September. 

What Happens Next? 
The Inspector will take the comments 
submitted in response to both public 
consultations on the proposed Main 
Modifications into account before 
publishing his final report on the Core 
Strategy towards the end of October.  

On receipt of this report the Council will 
consider whether or not to adopt the 
Core Strategy, incorporating any 
changes proposed by the Inspector.  

This decision is likely to be taken at the 
Executive on 10th December and 
ratified by Council one week later. 

On 28th July, Barrowford Parish Council 
notified Pendle Council of its intention 
to produce a Neighbourhood Plan 
covering the whole of the parish. 

As Councillor Julie Henderson, who 
leads on planning explains: 

“Local people have new rights to help 
shape development in their areas by 
drawing up planning policies to guide 
the development and use of land in 
their neighbourhoods. 
“Barrowford Parish Council’s 
application is the first step in creating a 
Neighbourhood Plan with clear 
objectives. 
“The final plan will need to show 
support from the local community, so 
it’s vital that people have their say at 
every stage. 
“Policies must conform to Pendle’s 
wider Local Plan and the Government’s 
National Planning Policy Framework. 
But once it’s agreed it will become a 
statutory planning document and will be 
considered by Pendle Council when 
making decisions on planning 
applications in Barrowford.”  

Pendle Council consulted the local 
community and key stakeholders on 
the extent of the plan area and the 
proposed neighbourhood planning 
body, with documents made available 
for inspection at the planning office, 
local library and parish council offices. 

At the close of the public consultation, 
on Friday 25th September, five 
responses, all largely supportive of the 
proposal, had been received. 
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Database Refresh  How To Contact Us 
We try to refresh the planning policy 
database at least every two years to 
ensure that: 
• the contact details we hold are still 

correct; and  
• you still want to receive information 

on planning policy in Pendle. 

In this way we can be sure that the 
information we send out is reaching the 
right people in a timely manner. 

Unfortunately this year only one-quarter 
of the forms we issued were returned by 
the deadline (381 out of 1,555) were, 
despite a FREEPOST envelope being 
included.  

114 No change 

159 Contact details amended 

108 Contact details removed 

Note: Figures also include late returns. 

As the breakdown in the accompanying 
table shows, in just a few years an 
awful lot can change. As part of this 
refresh 70% of all the forms returned 
required us to make a change to our 
contacts database.  

The most common changes are 
amendments to an email address (our 
preferred method of contact); the name 
of a new contact within an organisation; 
a request to be removed from the 
database; and confirmation that people 
have moved away from the area. 

We appreciate that planning matters 
aren’t the first thing on your mind when 
you move house or change your email 
provider. But to make sure that you 
don't miss important notifications, 
updates or other correspondence, 
please try to keep us up to date with 
your postal, email and mobile contact 
details. 

John Halton  
Principal Planning Officer (Policy) 
 

Telephone: 01282 661330 

Jonathan Dicken  
Senior Planning Officer (Policy) 
 

Telephone: 01282 661723 

Neil Watson  
Planning, Building Control &  
Licensing Manager 
 

Telephone: 01282 661706 

Post: Pendle Borough Council 
 Strategic Services 
 Planning, Building Control  & 
 Licensing 
 Town Hall 
 Market Street 
 Nelson 
 BB9 7LG  

Email: ldf@pendle.gov.uk 

Web: www.pendle.gov.uk/planning 
 

Statement of Community Involvement in Planning Document Progress 
Since it was adopted in March 2007, 
the Statement of Community 
Involvement (SCI) has guided the 
approach taken by Pendle Council 
when telling you about what is going on 
in planning. 

Above all the SCI has sought to 
encourage public involvement in 
planning, helping local people to shape 
the places where they live and 
influence officer decisions on planning 
applications. 

The SCI establishes how community 
engagement will be carried out and 
how any formal public consultations will 
be publicised. 
Much of the information in the SCI is 
still relevant to this day, but advances 
in social media (e.g. Facebook and 
Twitter) and changes in legislation 
mean that it has been in need of an 
update for some time.  
Unfortunately, frequent changes to 
national planning policy since its 
adoption, and the introduction of online 
Planning Practice Guidance in March 
2014, have meant that the opportunity 
to prepare an new SCI had not 
materialised, until now. But the time is 
now right to reconsider our approach to 
public engagement and consultation. 

 

Next year the Council will re-commence 
work on Part 2 of the new Local Plan 
for Pendle, which will allocate new sites 
for future development and draw-up 
detailed policies that planning officers 
will use to help manage development 
activity in Pendle up to 2030. 

This update of the SCI will help to 
ensure that the Council uses the most 
appropriate methods to engage with 
local communities throughout Pendle, 
in the preparation of this most 
important planning document. 

The draft SCI will go before councillors 
at the Council’s Executive on 19th 
November. If they agree, a six week 
public consultation will follow. This will 
allow you to have your say on how and 
when the Council should notify or 
consult with members of the public, 
local businesses and other interested 
parties on planning matters in Pendle. 

 

This summary is based on our Local 
Development Scheme. It shows you 
which stage we have reached in 
preparing each of the documents to be 
included in the Pendle Local Plan. 
 
 

Document type / title Stage 
     

Local Plan Documents     
Core Strategy    3  
Site Allocations & Development Policies 1    
Bradley Area Action Plan     4 
     

Supplementary Planning Documents 
Conservation Area Design Guidance    4 
Design Principles     4 
Open Countryside & AONB      
Brierfield Canal Corridor     4 
Brierfield Railway Street Area     4 
 

1 Regulation 18 

 
A period of ongoing informal consultation 
seeking to identify the key issues to be 
addressed and consider all reasonable 
alternatives for dealing with these issues. 

2 Regulation 19 (12 SPD) 

 
Publication stage – a formal six-week public 
consultation to consider what the Council 
believes to be the ‘final’ version of its 
document. 

3 Regulations 22 and 24 (not SPDs) 

 
Independent examination (Regulation 24) 
of the document submitted to the 
Secretary of State (Regulation 22). 

4 Regulation 26 (14 SPD) 
 Document adopted. 

 

 

    
For an alternative format of this 
document phone 01282 661330 
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